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Introduction 
 
 
 
By 2030 we have risen to the greatest challenge the human race ever faced and, as well as preventing 
environmental breakdown, the solutions we have implemented have started to address many of 
society’s long-standing issues. The overwhelming majority of the population are leading happier, 
healthier lives. Communities across Dorset are more connected, work-life balances have improved and 
everywhere the return of nature is evident. This report aims to galvanise the actions that will get us 

there. 
 
Dorset 2030 aims to provide an answer, not the answer. The latter should be for the people of Dorset to 
decide.  
 
However, in starting this vision setting, and in establishing a template that aims to articulate the problems 
we face, identify possible solutions, share stories and measure progress, we hope it provides further 
impetus to the many conversations already taking place across the county.  
 
There are undoubtably many areas we have omitted in this first report, and maybe included a few errors. 
We can add/amend these in future updates so, if you have a story to share, a case study to add, or even 
a correction to be made, please let us know. 
 
While the report has named authors, scores of people have provided inputs to this report, either directly 
or through their contribution to other collaborative efforts that have been drawn upon, (particularly 
responses to both Councils’ Climate and Ecological Emergency Plans). We are grateful to every one of 
them. No assumption should be made that any contributor, organisation referenced or case study quoted 
agrees with all our proposals. Any mistakes are the authors’. 
 
We have developed this report with a view to doing everything necessary and doing it now! Necessary 
and now cannot be up for debate - the science makes that much clear. How is ultimately our collective 

decision. We hope this work helps engage more people in the discussion and in turn raises the pressure 
on our leaders to act.  
 
Dorset will not be the same in 2030, the latest science shows change is inevitable. Whether we allow 
business-as-usual to lead us to inevitable problems or decide on something better is down to all of us. 
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Defining a Vision for 2030 
 
Introduction 
This is the first in what is proposed to be a series of annual reports assessing the current level of greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions across the county of Dorset, setting out the changes required to achieve a zero emissions scenario 
by 2030 and tracking progress towards this goal. It aims to document what must be achieved, while acknowledging 
that the two local Councils cannot make all these changes themselves, that the sum of actions by individuals alone 
will be insufficient within the required timescales, and that there will be significant reliance on wider Government 
policies. It is a transformative report that requires engagement across every sector of society. 
 
The report cannot, and does not seek to, provide all the answers but, by setting out a clear framework and defining 
a vision, it seeks to engage the wider community to ensure there is a clear understanding of the scale of the problem 
as well as the options and opportunities to address each issue. Ultimately, the route taken will need to be decided 
by those impacted, with current decision makers providing appropriate means to ensure the widest possible input is 
obtained. 
 
Nor does it exist in isolation from the many other activities already planned or underway across the area to address 
the crises we face. Rather, the intention is to fully understand each of these activities and their contribution in getting 
us to the vision. It seeks to address the question: if getting to zero carbon is the goal, where are we now, and how 
can we get there in a manner that also addresses the associated crises of ecology and inequality? 
 
The following report is an initial assessment, a ‘point in time’ perspective. As our understanding develops, as more 
people are engaged, as the science, political and social environment develop so will this document. In that sense it 
aims to be a genuine living document that can help inform, inspire and create action.  
 

Background 
Both Dorset Council1 and Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Council (BCP)2 declared climate and ecological 
emergencies in 2019. These declarations are based on the scientific evidence that we have less than a decade to take 
sufficient action to prevent GHG emissions exceeding levels which scientists agree will lead to irreversible and 
catastrophic climate change.  
 
Reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)3 have identified that the consequences of 
allowing temperatures to rise by 2o centigrade above pre-industrial levels (rather than the 1.5o ‘ambition’ set out in 
the Paris Agreement) are stark. Extreme weather events, rising sea levels, disruption to food supplies and potential 

 
 
1 https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/climate-emergency/climate-ecological-emergency-
strategy/climate-ecological-emergency-strategy-foreword 
2 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/News/News-Features/Climate-and-ecological-emergency/Climate-and-Ecological-
Emergency.aspx 
3 I https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/ 
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societal instability will directly affect 100’s of millions more people and indirectly threaten the whole of humanity. 
Continuing emissions at business-as-usual levels threatens our very existence.  

 
Despite this, as can be seen in Figure 2, emissions are still increasing in many locations; they are little better than flat 
in western economies and nowhere near the levels required to meet the targets in the Paris Agreement. In 2019, it 
was made clear that 
“emissions need to fall 
7.6 percent every year for 
next decade to meet 1.5o 
Paris Target”4 yet, while 
many Governments 
across the world, 
including the UK, have 
raised their ambitions 
since the Paris 
Agreement, according to 
a UN climate action 
report issued in March 
2021 we are “nowhere 
close to the level of 
action needed to fight 
global warming”.  
 
In August 2021, the IPCC’s latest report was described by UN Secretary General, António Guterres5 as a ‘Code Red 
for Humanity’; he stressed “We need immediate action on energy. Without deep carbon pollution cuts now, the 1.5°C 
goal will fall quickly out of reach. This report must sound a death knell for coal and fossil fuels, before they destroy 
our planet”.  
 

 
 
4 https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/cut-global-emissions-76-percent-every-year-next-decade-meet-15degc 
5 https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sgsm20847.doc.htm 

Figure 2. Emissions levels by country / area (totals and per capita) Source: 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/ 

  
Figure 1. Consequences of relative temperature increases Source: United Nations  
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Figure 3. Projections of the likely outcomes of current policies, actions and pledges  

 
Despite this warning, pledges and commitments made a few months later at COP26 in Glasgow, remain off target 
and, as can be seen from Climate Action Tracker’s analysis in Figure 3, current policies and action leave us on course 
for around 2.7oC warming. 
 
Almost hidden in plain sight, is the fact that even getting to zero is insufficient to address the crisis. The IPCC pathways 
(See Figure 4), which show a range of likely scenarios of emissions over the remainder of the century, all require 
negative emissions in the second half of the century. The fact that by the end of the century we will potentially need 
to sequester almost half the level of fossil fuel pollution we currently emit makes it clear that the earlier we get to 
zero the better. It is primarily for this reason that we have aligned with many climate scientists targeting 2030 for 
net zero. 
 



 

 

Page 6 
 

Figure 4. Source: IPCC SR 1.5 October 2018 
 

Along with climate change, we are witnessing an ecological catastrophe where extinction rates are 300 to 500 times
the underlying natural rate and the very ecosystem that supports human life is under threat6.  
 
Chambers Dictionary defines an emergency as “an unexpected and serious happening which calls for immediate and 
determined action”. This report seeks to set out a vision and plan that acknowledges the severity of this emergency. 
 

Dorset Impacts 
The likely impacts of global climate change are well publicised and many are already evident. During the final few 
months drafting of this report we have witnessed catastrophic flooding across Central Europe, extensive forest fires 
in Turkey, Italy and the US. Pacific states are already preparing to move populations in the coming decades as sea 
levels rise. Thousands of refugees are fleeing areas stricken by drought where ‘normal’ life is no longer possible. 
More record summer temperatures were broken, again. July 2021 was the hottest month ever recorded7. 
 
What is less well known is the severity of the impacts of environmental breakdown here in Dorset. We are not only 
susceptible to increasingly extreme weather events but could also witness the loss of species unable to cope with a 

 
 
6 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/ 
7 https://www.noaa.gov/news/its-official-july-2021-was-earths-hottest-month-on-record 
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warmer, drier environment; our heaths and countryside may change dramatically, exacerbated by the arrival of 
invasive species which were once incapable of taking hold in a temperate climate. 
 
Sea level rises could impact a swathe of our coastal regions by mid-century as outlined on Climate Central’s global 
sea level rise projections8. Many of the areas in and around Poole Harbour, Weymouth sea-front, Chesil Beach, 
shown in red in Figure 5, are at risk of rising sea-levels and storm surges by 2050 (as well as others not shown here 
but available for view on the map). 

 
Research undertaken at Bournemouth University9, shown in Figure 6 (and covered in more detail in the Land Use 
chapter), captures the dramatic changes in land use and associated environmental degradation that have been seen 
over just a few decades, including the move to ‘improved’ grassland, the spread of invasive species, spread of novel 
diseases of plants and animals and other issues associated with excessive use of nitrogen, urbanisation and loss of 
50% of hedgerows. 
 

 
 
8 https://coastal.climatecentral.org/map/ 
9 https://dorsetlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/TPAL-Dorset-Natural-Capital-Trends-Report-2019.pdf 

 
Figure 5. Climate Central Global Sea Level Rise Projections 
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Figure 6. Maps illustrating the change in Dorset’s land use over time10 

 
These examples are not exhaustive but serve to illustrate these are not just problems that affect other more exposed 
regions of the world. There is no doubt that a changing climate and associated loss of biodiversity will impact us here 
in Dorset.  
 

Zero Carbon Britain 
The Centre for Alternative Technology has been publishing Zero Carbon Britain reports for more than a decade. 
These have shown how, with known technology and no nuclear, we already have all the tools we need to address 
the climate crisis while living heathier, happier lives. These reports were the initial inspiration for this project, 
prompting the question, if we can get to zero, what would that look like and feel like for those of us living in Dorset.

 
Why Dorset? 
While the idea for Zero Carbon Dorset was conceived and developed by people living and working in the county, 
there are several other factors that make it an ideal location for a study of this nature, not least its unique 
geographical features. Containing the South West’s second largest conurbation to the south east of the county, to 
the north and west Dorset comprises predominantly rural communities and small towns. It enjoys both agricultural 
and natural (often protected) landscapes as well as a coastline (including the world-famous Jurassic Coast) along its 
southerly border. Virtually all the aspects that need to be assessed when considering the wider climate crisis can be 
applied to Dorset, making it somewhere where we can not only consider many of the available solutions, but also 
provide a template for other areas to use.  
 
Of course, solving the climate crisis will require global action as is recognised in the Justice for All and Effective Policies
chapters. However, action needs to be bottom-up as well as top-down and the aim of this work is to speak to a sense 
of place while being sufficiently of scale to provide a comprehensive plan. 

 

 
 
10 https://dorsetlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/TPAL-Dorset-Natural-Capital-Trends-Report-2019.pdf P12 
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Dorset Context 
Dorset, at just over 1,000 sq miles (2,653 sq km), is home to nearly 800,000 people, just over half of whom live within 
the south-eastern conurbation covered by BCP Council, which comprises just 6% of the area. The remainder are 
covered by Dorset Council. Both Councils restructured into the two new unitary authorities in 2019. While this 
removed District Councils there are still a number of Town and Parish Councils, predominantly in the Dorset Council 
area. There are 8 parliamentary constituencies, all of which are currently held by the Conservatives. 
 
Often perceived as a relatively wealthy area (Sandbanks peninsula, one of the world’s most expensive property 
locations, is in Poole), Dorset also contains pockets of deprivation with some neighbourhoods among the 10% most 
deprived in the country. An ageing population (Dorset has a 50% higher proportion of over 65s compared to the UK 
average) and poor transport provision create particular social issues for many residents (reliance on private vehicles 
has led to multiple car ownership being a third higher in the Dorset Council area than the UK average).  
 

Current Emissions 
 

 
Figure 7. Dorset’s three largest producers of GHG emissions 

Greenhouse gas emissions in Dorset are primarily driven by Residential use (36%), Transport (40%) and Business 
(25%)11. These are all higher than the UK averages, in part because agriculture and land emissions only accounts for 
3% of emissions, although this is offset by other land use absorbing (sequestering) about 5% of emissions. 

 
While different sources show slightly different emissions figures (particularly for land), the assessments we have 
used indicate that across Dorset we emit around 3,129,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases (3,129 ktCO2e - expressed 
in terms of carbon equivalent) while the way we use our land (including trees and all natural carbon sinks) takes up 
(sequesters) just 145,000 tCO2e. These figures do not include emissions associated with goods we import, aviation 
or shipping.  

 
 
 

Dorset produces about 3 million tonnes of CO2e a year, equating to around 3.8 tonnes per 
resident (this excludes emissions from goods produced elsewhere, shipping and aviation).   

34% 24% 38% 
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Description Dorset Council 
area 

BCP Council 
area 

1,000s of tonnes of 
CO2 equivalent 

% 

Transport 767 430 1,198 38% 

Businesses 378 355 734 24% 

Residential 557 516 1,073 34% 

Agriculture 91 2 92 3% 

Waste 13 16 29 1% 

Total emissions   3,129 100% 

Offset by:     

Land Use -130 -16 -146  

Net emissions 1,676 1,304 2,980  

Table 1. Emissions by sector and council area. 
 
 
Note: Waste data is from https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/env18-local-authority-collected-waste-annual-results-tables Other excluded 
and generic recycling conversion factor used to calculate carbon emissions (account for 0.7% of total waste carbon emissions) Conversion factors here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/greenhouse-gas-reporting-conversion-factors-2020 Note: Business emissions includes public sector emissions 
(Dorset: 37.4 ktCO2e & BCP: 56.7 ktCO2e) Note: Land use is net emissions for forest, cropland, grassland, wetlands, settlements & harvested wood products. 
 

This is the immediate challenge, to reduce emission levels and increase sequestration, initially to net zero, 
then ultimately to a negative number to cover exported emissions. 

 
Figure 8. Carbon balance sheet chart showing combined data for both council areas 

Alongside these technical challenges are the things that provide us with a sense of place; what it feels like to live 
here, whether in the urban area of BCP or the rural landscapes of Dorset. From the early morning congestion in our 

 
 
11 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-local-authority-and-regional-carbon-dioxide-emissions-national-statistics-
2005-to-2019 
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towns to the open space in our forests and heaths. From almost unrestricted access to the area’s most iconic land 
and seascapes to the prohibitive cost of housing (particularly for today’s youth). From the signs of unparalleled 
wealth on one of the planet’s most expensive real estate locations to pockets of deprivation that would not be out 
of place in the towns of the former industrialised heartlands. From a county that offers so much yet, like every other, 
risks the ravages of environmental breakdown. 

 
Project Approach 
The following section outlines the detailed approach and methodology used in each chapter. The report has been 
developed collaboratively over a number of months using group discussions, expert input, academic studies, and 
through cross-referencing a variety of alternative sources. These include the Councils’ Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Action Plans and the collaboratively produced responses to these.  
 
We are particularly grateful to East Dorset Friends of the Earth, Dorset CAN (Climate Action Network), Planet 
Purbeck, Bridport Renewal Corridor, many staff at Bournemouth University, the Environment / Sustainability teams 
at BCP and Dorset Councils, and many individuals and academics who have either produced valuable reports that 
have been considered in the drafting of this report and/or have assisted along the way. While many of these are 
named, there are others whose contribution in events may not be specifically referenced but will have helped shape, 
move forwards and reach agreement on many areas. Special thanks go to the Centre for Alternative Technology and 
their Zero Carbon Britain team, whose work not only provided the initial inspiration for this document but has also 
been a constant source of reference. While their ideas have been incorporated, the inclusion of the above 
organisations does not imply they are necessarily fully supportive of all the ideas here. This report is independently 
edited, and the final views are those of the authors named at the beginning of each chapter.  
 

Business and markets 
There are two key elements to tackling the climate and ecological crisis; a Green New Deal and nature-based 
solutions and we will explore both in this report.  There is some acknowledgement of this with the UK Government’s
Build Back Better12 plan, which sets out plans to support a transition to a green, net zero economy, based on skilled 
jobs.  The 52,000 businesses in Dorset who provide goods, services and employment are integral to delivering the 
2030 vision of a net zero Dorset.  In addition, Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP)13 has a pivotal role in helping 
businesses, local government, education institutes and other industry and community organisations deliver a net 
zero Dorset. 
 
However, as the market has so far failed to deliver the necessary and urgent transformation of our economy, we 
believe businesses, and in particular Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs), who do not have the luxury of 
resources to make such environmental and social changes to their business model, need government help and 
support, such as that provided by Low Carbon Dorset14, to invest now to deliver this greener future.   
 
Interestingly, Dorset LEP’s work with Regen, covered in the Power Up chapter, on how Dorset can be decarbonised, 
is closely aligned with our ambition, albeit over a different timescale. Equally, we have noted some great work being 

 
 
12 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth 
13 https://www.dorsetlep.co.uk/ 
14 https://www.lowcarbondorset.org.uk/ 
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carried out by individual businesses which we have been able to include as case studies.  We would hope the report 
acts as a catalyst for other businesses to let us know what they are doing and/or start on the road to zero carbon.  

 
The role of Central Government 
The report acknowledges that many decisions, politically and financially, sit with Central Government and, where 
appropriate, it makes recommendations for campaigning and lobbying for this support, for example through 
programmes such as the Green New Deal15, covered in detail in the Effective Policies chapter. It also notes in the 
Justice for All chapter how numerous reports have shown the cost of inaction to be greater than the cost of acting 
now. In fact according to the Stern Review16, without action, the overall costs of climate change will be equivalent to 
losing at least 5% of global gross domestic product (GDP) each year, forever. Including a wider range of risks and 
impacts could increase this to 20% of GDP or more, also indefinitely17. 

 
Point in time 
While we remain of the opinion that, in general terms, actions need to be accelerated rapidly, Government 
legislation, Council action plans and activity are all on-going and may lead to some comments and objectives being 
out of date by the time the report is read. This was particularly noticeable around COP26, when the UK Government 
was keen to announce a number of new measures, and from both Councils who continue to develop their CEE plans 
and activity. Where possible we have commented on these developments. Dorset Council’s 2021 plan update was a 
further step in the right direction as was the open letter to Central Government from Cllr Bryan (see Key Findings 
and Assessment). We hope to be able to align future reports more closely to Council plans and actions, including 
more specific and quantified comments on any gaps. 
 

 
 
15 https://www.greennewdealuk.org/ 
16 https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20100407172811/https:/www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/stern_review_report.htm 
17 https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/the-economics-of-climate-change-the-stern-review/ 
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Project Approach 
Defining a Vision for 2030  
The approach taken by this report focuses on 
the ten areas or ‘dynamics’ shown in Figure 9; 
these are “the forces or properties which 
stimulate change within a system or process”.  
 
The majority are drawn from the areas covered 
by the Zero Carbon Britain reports; others 
recognise that to achieve a just transition we 
also need to consider the interdependency of 
the climate crisis with issues of equity and 
wider aspects such as education and policy 
making. For each dynamic a rationale is 
provided as to why it is important to address.  

 
 
 

 

2030 Vision Statement 
 
For each area, a vision of what living in a thriving, healthy, zero carbon county could look like is 
defined. 
 
It is important to note that this is a vision; it describes one scenario that would address the climate, 
ecological and social equity issues we face. The aim is not to use this as a fixed blueprint, but an 
aspiration around which ideas can be developed, enhanced, and amended.  

 
Figure 9. ZCD Dynamics 
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Assessment Framework 

How are we performing currently?  
Each area is then assessed against a set of qualitative measures defined in line with the general terms set out 
below. This outlines criteria against which the current status can be assessed. Aspirational objectives are then 
set to encourage progress towards the vision. In future reports applicable data will be quantified to help build a 
carbon ‘balance-sheet’. 

 
Category Assessment Criteria 
1 
 

Little evidence of any action being taken to address the area in question. 

2 
 

Some evidence of action being taken but this is more ad-hoc than planned or coordinated across 
the county. 

3 
 

Detailed plans have been set out which, if implemented, will move the area towards achieving the 
vision, but current activities are insufficient to achieve the vision by 2030.  

4 
 

Detailed plans have been set out which, if implemented, will achieve the vision by 2030. Current 
activities are sufficient, if maintained, to achieve this. 

5 
 

The vision has been achieved or activities are sufficiently robust to have confidence this will be 
achieved by 2030. 

 

2021 Assessment 

Where are we now and what else do we need to know? 
A detailed assessment of the situation in Dorset for the given area is provided based on available data and 
information. Technical details of solutions are included here if applicable. There is a high possibility that some 
things have been omitted and some may need to be challenged; the report is a conversation starter.  

 
Current assessment 
Having considered the assessment documented against the assessment criteria, the report contributors make a 
judgment on the current scenario and provide a commentary explaining this judgment.  
 

2 
 

A rating, and the rationale for setting this, is provided in each section 

 
2022 Objectives 
For each dynamic several actions are highlighted that should be prioritised over the coming year. 

Case Studies 
Across the county individuals and organisations are already taking the action that will propel us towards the 
vision outlined. By sharing some of these in each chapter the aim is to encourage their sustainability, replication 
and escalation. As well as those we have collected Dorset CAN regularly publish examples in their newsletters18. 
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Further Information 
Where interesting case studies have been identified from outside of the county, these have been included here, 
together with links to aspects that could not be covered in full detail in this report. 
 

References 
We have aimed to ensure references are included for all stated facts and links to sources provided wherever 
possible. Many of these references are also rich sources of further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Terms & Abbreviations 
Term  Definition 
Dorset The ceremonial county covered by Dorset and Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole (BCP) 

Councils 
DC Dorset Council 
BCP Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Council 
ZCB Zero Carbon Britain (Centre for Alternative Technology Reports) 
ZCD Zero Carbon Dorset 
CEE Climate & Ecological Emergency 
kW Kilowatts. Energy is measured in Watts with renewable installations usually offering Kilo (x 

1,000) Mega (x 1,000,000) or Giga (x1,000,000,000) watts generation. 
kWh Kilowatt hours. The amount of energy generated or required over time (annually in this 

report). For example, a typical domestic solar panel might be rated at 250 watts, a 12-panel 
array could produce up to 3,000 watts (12 x 250) or 3 kW. Allowing for a variety of weather 
conditions and night time, it is assumed the average panel will operate at the equivalent of 
maximum capacity for 25% of the time. As such the anticipated energy produced for this array 
would be 3 kW x 0.25 (capacity factor) x 8,760 hours (one year) = 6,570 kWh.  

Carbon / CO2 Carbon dioxide. The most frequently occurring greenhouse gas. Used here both specifically 
and occasionally as a general term for greenhouse gases.  

Greenhouse 
gases (GHG) 

Compound gases that trap heat or longwave radiation in the atmosphere. Their presence in 
the atmosphere makes the Earth's surface warmer. The principal GHGs are carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrous oxide, and the fluorinated gases. Where appropriate we have used carbon 
dioxide equivalent (CO2e) to show other GHGs, expressed in terms of their climate impact 
compared to carbon dioxide.  

Zero Carbon A situation where all carbon emissions are offset by natural means of sequestration. 

 
 
18 https://www.dorsetcan.org/newsletters.html 



 

 

Page 16 
 

Key Findings and Assessment 
 

Key Findings 
In early November, to coincide with COP26 in Glasgow, we released a Preliminary Report19 outlining our most 
significant findings to date and setting out some key objectives for each area.  
 
Our summary in this was, and remains, that while there are some really encouraging actions (led by both Councils, 
individuals, community groups and businesses) we are nowhere near the level of action required to address the 
issues we face.  
 

Common Themes 
Ahead of COP26, there were a number of new Government policy announcements. Where possible we have 
commented on these but others may be announced before we can fully analyse and comment on them. To date they 
appear to reflect the independent Committee on Climate Change’s previous assessments20 that Government actions 
typically remain too little and too late. 
 
More than 120, Dorset based, innovative case-studies have already been identified across every aspect and every part 
of the county showing what can be achieved. These reflect people’s passion to act locally in the absence of a 
coordinated central policy agenda. A similar number of directly relevant examples from across the UK and Europe have 
also been included. These confirm we have all the knowledge and technology we need; but we need to deploy these 
at pace. 
 
In common with most of the western world, there is an unnatural separation and disconnect between our daily lives 
and the natural environment and our energy needs. The latter may be understandable given the historic reliance on 
power generated elsewhere. However, with so much natural land and such a large farming presence in the county it 
is disappointing that we appear to fair no better with regard to understanding our food chain or the impact our daily 
activities are having on the wider environment. 
 

Current Assessment 
Based on analysis to date, across 7 key areas, we believe the assessment rates at 12 out of 35 (the score for each area 
is shown below). We have chosen not to score the areas of Justice, Policies, Adaptation and Offsetting for this first 
report; choosing to focus on areas which can be more readily quantified. 
Since we released the Preliminary Report however there have been two notable developments at Council level.  
 
Further progress has been made in respect of Transforming Travel21 (see Travel Better chapter), in particular the 
completion of a number of new cycle lanes in the BCP area. The on-going progress of this programme is to be 
commended.  
 

 
 
19 https://www.zerocarbondynamics.com/uploads/1/2/6/6/126635894/dorset_2030_preliminary_report.pdf 
20 https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/2021-progress-report-to-parliament/ 
21 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/News/News-Features/Transforming-Travel/transforming-travel.aspx 
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Secondly, on November 5, 2021, Cllr Ray Bryan, Portfolio Holder for Highways, Travel and Environment for Dorset 
Council wrote to Central Government22 asking them to “Help us tackle the climate emergency”. In this letter Cllr Bryan 
highlights that while they are pleased with their progress as a Council the “uncomfortable truth” is “it won’t be enough” 
and calls on the Government for “more money and better support from central government in dealing with the CEE”. 
Highlighting four key areas (removing hurdles for renewable energy deployment, changes to the National Planning 
Policy Framework, investment in sustainable travel and stronger support for digital infrastructure and flexible working) 
Cllr Bryan’s statement is an encouraging sign of how our Councils can lead on this issue.  
 

 
Figure 10. Assessment Score by Area 

Despite these two developments above we believe our overall assessment ratings (as set out above in Figure 10), and 
totalling just 12 out of 35, remain a fair reflection of where we are against making the transformative change this 
report sets out.  
 

National Action 
Alongside the objectives for Dorset quoted in the Preliminary Report (and expanded further in this full version) we 
highlighted a set of national actions needed to address the climate and ecological crises. These are quoted below for 
reference. 
 

1. Support a nationwide programme to insulate the UK’s housing stock, allowing us to power down our energy 
needs 

2. Phase out fossil fuels fast. Stop all subsidies to fossil fuels. Stop all fracking now. Stop Burning Coal. Invest in 
renewable energy, including on-shore and off-shore wind, powering up our clean energy supply 

3. Invest in joined-up affordable public transport and in better infrastructure for walking and cycling. Cut flights 
through a frequent flyer levy – and scrap the third runway at Heathrow. 

4. Move from linear to circular economy model to keep materials in use for as long as possible. Develop consumer 
behaviours around refuse > reduce > reuse > recycle. 

5. Radically increase UK tree cover and enhance other nature-based solutions like soils and peatlands 
6. Transform agricultural subsidies to support a food system that is good for the environment and our health 
7. Invest in the creation of green jobs and provide funding for training in skills for the future. 

 
 
22 https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2021/11/05/dorset-council-letter-to-government-help-us-tackle-the-climate-
emergency/comment-page-1/#comment-374290 
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Learning from the pandemic 
The report has been compiled during another global crisis, the Covid-19 pandemic, this has provided some useful 
learning points for the issues considered here. 
 

 We know what an emergency feels like. 
 We can respond extremely rapidly, developing and deploying solutions at pace and at scale. 
 People are prepared to make difficult choices when the reasons are properly explained to them. 
 It is possible for many people to work from home. 
 Governments can raise money when they need to. 
 Communities will pull together in a crisis. 
 Public organisations can deliver effective solutions (NHS > Vaccine). Markets often fail (Contractors > PPE, 

Test and Trace). 
 Many people have recognised the benefits of reconnecting with nature and their local area. 

 

Conclusion 
While we acknowledge the limitations of the Council’s finances and spheres of influence, in most areas there is 
evidence of where both could be taking a leading role in addressing issues but are not yet. Encouragingly many of the 
solutions required are already in their CEE plans but disappointingly many of these have yet to result in any action. 
Both Councils need to act like this is the emergency they have declared. Communications are currently too limited, 
appear to be treated as a side issue and do not reflect the scale of community engagement required.  

 
A number of Dorset organisations are ahead of the game in their awareness of the climate and ecological crises and 
have detailed plans to address them. In particular we have been able to include numerous case studies from the likes 
of Lush Cosmetics and Bournemouth University (who recently won the DataPoints Merit Award trophy at the 17th 
annual Times Higher Education Awards 2021 and received a commendation for research23). There are also many 
community groups around the county who are taking effective action to improve their local environment and it is vital 
for the Councils to work with them to tackle the crisis, developing a wider comprehensive plan that gets us to net 
zero. We have noted the power of storytelling throughout the collation of information for this report. We aim to make 
this central to the project going forwards.  
 
We recognise achieving net zero GHG emissions by 2030 will require all of us to take urgent and sustained action and 
will need the same leadership and action shown during, and after, the Second World War.  However, the pandemic 
has shown that, when faced with an emergency, we are more than capable of responding rapidly to bring about 
change, as well as showing us the critical value and joy the natural world brings to our health and wellbeing.  
 
The climate and ecological crises we face can seem overwhelming, creating a sense that individuals can do little to 
solve it. Throughout this report our aim has been to clearly set out why this is a real emergency while also highlighting 
that we already have the necessary solutions and, by sharing more than 120 positive case studies from across the 
county, demonstrate how many of these are already being deployed. We now need to scale these at pace to avert the 
worst of the crisis  

 
 
23 https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/news/2021-11-26/sustainability-win-bu-highly-commended-research-times-higher-
education-awards-2021 
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We have also shown how by abandoning business-as-usual and building a new way of doing things we can create a 
healthier, happier and more inclusive society for all; centred around a circular, green economy with well-paid, skilled 
jobs. We hope our vision statements provide an idea of what this might look like and invite everyone to join the 
conversation to enhance these and bring them to life. 
  
We hope the report inspires everyone to do something, no matter how small and insignificant it may seem; we hope 
many will join us on this journey by taking collective action with others in your community. 
  
We’ll continue to monitor progress and collate positive stories and look forward to continuing the conversation and 
championing a vision for Dorset 2030. 
 


