
BCP Council Climate & Ecological Emergency

Councillor Dr Felicity Rice

Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Change





Key Pledges: 

• ‘Make BCP Council and its operations carbon neutral by 2030, taking into 
account both production and consumption emissions (scope 1, 2 and 3)’

• ‘Make the Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole region carbon neutral, 
ahead of the UK target of 2050’

• Report to Council in December 2019

16 July 2019: Council declares a

Climate and Ecological Emergency 





‘BCP Council carbon neutral’

Scope 1 emissions

• Fuel combustion 
(e.g. gas, oil)

• Company vehicles

Scope 2 emissions

• Purchased 
electricity

Scope 3 emissions
• Purchased goods/services
• Business travel
• Staff commuting
• Waste disposal
• Investments



What can be done - examples:

Scope 1 emissions

• Reduce energy 
use in buildings

• Reduce mileage

• Use electric 
vehicles

Scope 2 emissions

• Purchase ‘green’ 
electricity

• Generate 
electricity from 
renewable sources

Scope 3 emissions
• ‘Green’ the supply chain
• Zero carbon business travel
• Sustainable commuting
• Reduce waste sent to 

landfill



Quick wins
• BCP Council electricity sourced from 100% renewable UK generation 

• Climate Emergency Staff Communications and residents newsletter.

• New Property Management Group chaired by Chief Executive

• Meeting rooms equipped to allow teleconferencing 

• ‘Climate Emergency – Give your ideas’ webpage

• ‘Decision Impact Assessment’ tool 

• Air Festival flight emissions offset

• Senior Managers Conference

• Zero Carbon Team Charter



• Avoid unnecessary travel 

• If necessary to travel, use Liftshare, Co-Wheels, pool bikes, public transport

• Clear desks to enable flexible office working

• Reduce waste. Minimise use of paper. Re-use and recycle

• Avoid single-use items, particularly plastics

• Make the most of natural light

• Regulate office temperature manually before using heating/cooling devices

• Switch off PCs, monitors and personal electrical devices when possible

• If buying items is unavoidable, procure sustainably (e.g. FSC paper, Fairtrade 
refreshments)

Zero Carbon Team Charter











Scope 1, Direct emissions 
from sources within BCP 

Council boundary (Gas used 
in buildings and vehicle fuel 

used)

Scope 2, Indirect emissions 
from electricity purchased 

for use within the BCP 
Council boundary

Scope 3, Emissions 
produced elsewhere, caused 
by activities within the BCP 

Council boundary

BCP Area: Total 2017 Emissions (2 million tCO2e) by scope 



• ‘There should be a tree planted for every citizen within next 2 
years.’

• ‘Changes definitely need to be made, from the top… don't be 
afraid to upset people!!!!’ 

• ‘Educate, educate, educate. Tell all BCP residents just how bad 
this crisis is...’ 

• ‘Please use volunteers for projects where able (many of us are 
ready and willing to help)’ 

• www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/climate

Our residents said:



• Community engagement campaign starts May 2020

• Citizens Assembly planned

• Youth Assembly planned

• New Local Plan by 2022

• Car Parking Review underway

• Corvid 19 – community resilience (e.g. avoiding food waste, 
growing own food)

Next Steps





Thank you


