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9. Justice for All 
Defining a Vision for 2030 
‘The impacts of climate change will not be borne equally or fairly, between rich and poor, women and men, and 
older and younger generations. Consequently, there has been a growing focus on climate justice, which looks at 
the climate crisis through a human rights lens and on the belief that by working together we can create a better 
future for present and future generations’ (UN Sustainable Development Goals1). 

There is no doubt that, if we continue our current path, environmental breakdown will affect us all. However, it 
is equally clear that the climate and ecological crisis will disproportionately affect those who are least able to 
deal with the impacts. To compound the injustice, they are typically also the poorest countries and communities 
who have contributed least to the crisis. Meanwhile, the pandemic brought to the fore the inequalities already 
at the heart of our society, emphasising how ‘business-as-usual’ isn’t just damaging the environment, but is also 
failing communities at home and around the world.  
 
In earlier chapters we have discussed the role of being ‘disconnected’ (from nature, from food) and this extends 
to public engagement. Voter apathy is evidenced not just in the volume of those who don’t vote2, but also in the 
attitudes of those who do so without expecting their vote to count3, or their representatives to act in their 
interests4. In defining a vision for 2030, questions of justice have to be considered; not just because it is the right 
thing to do, but also because avoiding worsening societal and geo-political conflict requires the creation of a 
genuine sustainable future for all; addressing the growing concerns of today’s youth and engaging everyone with 
the political processes that control much of their lives. 
 

 

 
 
1 www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment 
2 https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/political-disengagement-and-what-can-be-done-about-
it.pdf 
3 https://www.raconteur.net/public-sector/why-people-dont-vote/ 
4 https://fullfact.org/media/uploads/ff_election_research_report_final_version_16.12.19.pdf 

In 2030… 
 

Across Dorset the majority of residents are actively engaged in the decisions that affect 
their daily lives. Opportunities to engage in community action exist across the county.  
 
Decisions are made in a way which ensures that issues around race, gender, sexual 
orientation, generational issues and equity are managed positively, reducing the negative 
impacts in all areas. All decisions are taken understanding both the local and global 
context.  
 
In the move to a greener way of life, everyone in a job that was lost has been provided 
with training and alternative employment. Work is shared equitably. The environment 
has a voice.  
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Assessment Framework 

How are we performing currently?  
 
This chapter is subtly different to the others and the areas we discuss do not lend themselves to the same scoring 
approach we have applied to earlier sections. Its inclusion however isn’t an attempt to ‘bolt on’ a few associated 
ideas but goes to the core of why we still haven’t taken sufficient action to address the interlinked crises we face.  
 
In December 2021, a team of 23 academics from the UK, USA, Sweden and Norway published Three Decades of 
Climate Mitigation: Why Haven’t We Bent the Global Emissions Curve in the Annual Review of Environment and 
Resources5. After setting out the inequities of emissions (the richest 1% are responsible for more than twice the 
emissions of the poorest 50%) the report seeks to understand how, despite establishing the bodies to address 
the known issues of climate change in the early 1990’s, world governments have overseen emission levels over 
the intervening three decades which exceed levels of the proceeding 240 years (872 GtCO2 1990 – 2019 804 
GtCO2 1750 – 1990).  
 
The report looked at nine themes covering aspects such as geopolitics, vested interests, energy supply systems, 
economics, finance and social imaginaries (“collective images of how we might live”). It acknowledges that 
behavioral issues among wealthier communities, like ours, can constrain changes where they are perceived to be 
restrictive to our daily lives. It notes that, even among those who wish to act on good intentions, changes are 
often implemented at levels of ease (e.g. turning lights off, washing at 300C) while perpetuating damaging, but 
culturally normal, behaviours (e.g. commuting to work by car). It also notes the scarcity of social imaginaries and 
how those that do exist are too entangled in current world views (e.g. reliant on fossil fuels / industrial modernity) 
and too separated from many communities (something we hope to address with this report, at least from a local 
perspective).  
 
The key findings of the report are that the solutions we need are “highly challenging to the dominant paradigm 
of “progress.” The almost uncritical pursuit of economic growth, piecemeal politics, and a narrow, techno-
economic rationality are fundamental characteristics of this paradigm. Furthermore, worldviews and perspectives 
that offer alternatives to this highly constricted development pathway have (thus far) tended to be marginalized, 
undermined, or otherwise ignored.”  
 
Discussing how we have moved from climate denialism to so-called ‘net zero’ visions (including the new low-
carbon scenarios of the likes of BP, Shell and Equinor), it highlights how these rely on yet to be proven negative 
emissions technology and expect unrestrained economic growth to continue; all in contradiction to the actions 
we should be taking. Beyond the guise of net-zero targets it concludes “Whether concern is over the dominant 
model of economic growth, the lock-in of existing fossil-fueled technologies, the marginalization of alternative 
social imaginaries, or the maintenance of prevailing inequalities (both within communities and internationally), 
the failure to bend the global emissions curve stems from the strength of the existing paradigm of “progress” to 
resist change.”   
 
This latter reason, the need to challenge the existing paradigm, is one of the key reasons why we have included 
this chapter, particularly as many are now pointing to evidence that our obsession with economic growth doesn’t 
translate into greater well-being6.  
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2021 Assessment 

Where are we now and what else do we need to know? 
Chambers Dictionary describes Justice as ‘1. The quality of being just; just treatment; fairness 2. The quality of 
being reasonable’7. While environmental breakdown could ultimately affect every person on the planet, as the 
UN statement above makes clear, the impacts will not be borne equally by all; there is little just, fair, or 
reasonable about the challenges many face as a result of climate change. 
 
This is already apparent from droughts and floods in Bangladesh8 to rising sea levels in Kiribati9 and many other 
places, particularly in the global south. Even in the West, it is poorer communities who typically find themselves 
living in areas worst affected by air pollution, least able to afford to move away from areas susceptible to flooding 
or wildfires and least able to access the benefits of green technologies. As the first drafts of this report were 
compiled, Las Vegas experienced near record breaking temperatures of 46.60 C (1160 F) causing many to shelter 
in their air-conditioned homes and workplaces while for “workers who have to be outside, low-income residents 
without access to in-home cooling, and the more than 6,000 unhoused residents in Las Vegas, the stifling 
conditions can exact a considerable toll”10. Heat related deaths in the area have increased 6-fold in less than a 
decade.  
 
This also needs consideration in the UK, where disadvantaged sections of society are already disproportionately 
exposed to environmental issues.  Poorer housing tends to be closer to major traffic routes, exposing residents 
to air pollution, while poorly insulated properties increase the likelihood of health hazards and fuel poverty. This 
inequality was thrown into the spotlight by the pandemic with ethnic minorities, often subject to poorer living 
standards, becoming more susceptible to the virus. Those less able to finance aspects of greener living that could 
even save money (such as retrofitting or buying an electric vehicle), will also be unable to afford any punitive 
measures designed to share transition costs. As witnessed in France with the ‘yellow vests’ movement11, simply 
imposing taxes on everyone may not only be unfair but is also counterproductive. 

 
Therefore, coupled with the urgency of action is the need for it to be ‘just, fair and reasonable’. For too long 
business-as-usual has resulted in an unequal distribution of resources that has left millions subject to hunger, 
poverty, violence and the consequences of environmental damage. Addressing the environmental crises we face 
should not exacerbate these issues (e.g. through excessive mining for materials for electric car batteries which 
could devastate local natural environments12), but rather actively seek ways to address both ecological crises and 
global justice.  
 

 
 
5 https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-environ-012220-011104 
6 https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25333703-200-the-happiness-revolution-how-to-boost-the-well-being-of-society/ 
7 https://chambers.co.uk/search/?query=justice&title=21st 
8 https://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/en/changing-climate 
9 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/20/climate-refugees-cant-be-returned-home-says-landmark-un-human-rights-
ruling 
10 https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jun/19/las-vegas-heatwave-nevada-us-west-temperatures 
11 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-france-protests-idUSKBN1O10AQ 
12 https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/dec/08/the-curse-of-white-oil-electric-vehicles-dirty-secret-lithium 
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One way of thinking about justice is to consider distribution, that is to say who gets what (not just goods and 
services but also access or exposure to environmental benefits and problems e.g. clean air, outside space, 
exposure to flooding) and relationships, not family and friends as such but relationships of power (e.g. the ability 
to influence decision makers) and ownership (e.g. the ability to access green technology or green spaces). Many 
of these issues are of course policy related (such as the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals or a Green New 
Deal) and these are dealt with in the Policies chapter. In this chapter our aim is to consider the key issues of 
justice and their global context while attempting to identify their local relevance.  
Perhaps more than any other chapter, these issues are likely to be beyond the scope of Dorset residents to solve 
ourselves. However, by beginning to explore each in turn, by raising awareness of their nature and 
interconnectivity, we can play a part in their resolution while ensuring that any actions we do take do not 
exacerbate existing injustices.   
 

Climate Justice 
The UN describes climate justice as looking at the climate crisis through a human lens, 
recognising that the impacts of climate change will not be borne equally or fairly, between rich 
and poor, women and men, and older and younger generations, and by applying this approach 
we can build a better future for all if we work together. Many believe this means putting those 
marginalized and front-line communities at the front and centre of solutions development. This 

is almost the opposite of what happens at international events such the global COPs, which have historically been 
dominated by politicians, larger countries and commercial interests, making this a key focus of campaigners at 
the Glasgow COP26 in November this year.  
 
Many indigenous communities often have a much closer relationship to the environment and can provide 
knowledge handed down through generations, knowledge that has been ignored for centuries as globalization 
has taken hold.  
 
In the UK one aspect of climate justice is the need for a just transition for workers currently employed in 
industries which will no longer be needed in a zero-carbon world. Rather than abandoning these occupations and 
communities, as has happened in the past with mining or steel towns, a just transition would ensure that 
everyone is retrained and supported to move to a new, quality job. Globally this approach could assist those 
communities who currently rely on extractive industries, unsustainable agriculture or tourism.  

 
Rather than relying on those who are actively engaged in the political process and 
business groups, governments and councils should also reach out to engage those 
groups and communities who are most likely to be (or already are) adversely 
affected by a changing climate and bring them directly in to the decision-making 
process. In the UK this could include, for example, those in rented accommodation 
who cannot retrofit their properties, people threatened by sea-level rise and those 
in jobs which may not be needed in a zero-carbon world. 

 
Citizens Assemblies bring together a cross section of the population, selected randomly (in the same manner as 
used for Jury Service) and are typically used to consider difficult or controversial decisions (for example they were 
used in Ireland to consider legalising abortion). Attendees are presented with different ideas and a range of facts 
and scientific information and asked to come to a decision on this basis. Locally these could be used to agree the 
overall approach to climate action or to address controversial aspects, such as should we, and how could we, 

 
What is it? 

 
What can we do about it? 
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move to traffic free zones. BCP included plans for a Citizens Assembly in their initial CEE plan, but this was 
subsequently dropped, whilst Dorset have not included this.  
 
The UK government set up a Climate Assembly13 to bring together 100+ people from all walks of life and of all 
shades of opinion to discuss how the UK should meet the net zero by 2050 target. The assembly members met 
over six weekends in Spring 2020. They heard balanced evidence on the choices the UK faces, discussed them, 
and made recommendations about what the UK should do to become net zero by 2050. Their final report was 
published on Thursday 10 September 202014. It’s not clear what will happen with this now. 
 
Communities can also take the lead themselves, setting up local groups to meet, raise awareness of the issues 
and lobby their representatives, or even take action themselves where resources permit.  
 
With respect to just transition solutions, examples of these can be seen with the Lucas Plan15, Scotland’s Just 
Transition16 plans and the Gatwick Green New Deal report17. 
 

 

Environmental Justice 
Distribution is central to environmental justice, as witnessed by the extent to which people have 
access to the positive aspects of the environment (clean air, public parks, beaches, the 
countryside), or are adversely affected by its negative manifestations (polluted water, poor air 
quality, extreme heat, floods). It can also relate to what is right for the environment itself, calling 
into question how the environment can have a voice in decisions that affect it positively or 

negatively. It also challenges the dominant thinking of western societies across recent centuries which assumes
that nature is here to be conquered, dominated, and exploited for the benefit of humans. An attitude which helps 
explain how environmental collapse became possible.   
 

While Dorset is far from equal, access to the positive aspects of the environment is 
largely available to all. Where issues exist, they are more likely to be related to social 
justice than to environmental access itself. However, the right to roam remains 
subject to numerous restrictions (including 7,000 acres of Dorset land, out of bounds 
behind one of England’s longest walls18) and any future proposals for restrictions 
should be rigorously challenged. Beaches are often seen as revenue generators with 
environmental protection primarily provided because of their economic rather than 

social value. For many of the challenges we face Citizens Assemblies could also play a role here (e.g. “How do we 
balance the demands of tourism and our use of our beaches while protecting the wider environment for future 
generations”). We should also ensure that nature has a voice by ensuring those bodies who work with the natural 
world, both professional and voluntary, have a sufficient say over local decisions.     

 
 
13 https://www.climateassembly.uk/ 
14 https://www.climateassembly.uk/recommendations/index.html 
15 http://lucasplan.org.uk/ 
16 https://www.gov.scot/publications/transition-commission-interim-report/ 
17 https://www.greennewdealuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/A-Green-New-Deal-for-Gatwick.pdf 
18 https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM9XB5_The_Stag_on_The_Stag_Gate_Charborough_Park_Dorset_UK 
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Global Justice 
While climate justice seeks to recognise and redress how the impacts of climate change are 
disproportionately affecting marginalized communities, global justice seeks to address the 
underlying issues of inequality, poverty and the concentration of wealth and power around the 
globe. There is a growing recognition that the issues which have created today’s inequalities and 
social issues are the same systemic ones driving the climate and ecological crises. A recognition 

that corporations such as Shell19 and United Fruit20 have exploited communities, caused environmental 
catastrophes, misled the public, interfered in democratic processes and avoided tax while being held up as model 
companies. There is now a growing awareness of how global financial processes have always favoured a wealthy 
few; from the reparations paid to France by Haiti for its independence (taking over 120 years and leaving it one 
of the poorest countries in the world), the £300bn (in today’s terms), paid to British Slave Traders through a loan 
granted by Rothschild’s Bank which was still being paid off by UK tax payers in 2015, to the punitive measures 
enacted on Greece after the global crash (largely to the benefit of Goldman Sachs21), which has had dire 
consequences for the Greek people, not just in terms of their pensions and benefits22, but also directly 
contributing to the devastating wildfires experienced across the country23. It is for many of the reasons above 
that demands are growing for reparations24; direct payments to be made to those nations and communities 
whose resources were plundered by colonial powers, whose populations suffered the imposition of slavery and 
whose economies are still suffering from post-colonial conditions. Where agreed there is an associated issue 
about who pays for reparations; as noted above UK tax payers were until recently paying off loans used to 
compensate slave owners and traders. This raises the question as to whether recompense should actually be 
sought from those who directly benefited rather than ordinary tax payers.   
 
Another aspect of global justice that features in climate debates is that of historical emissions. Some argue our 
actions in the UK are irrelevant in the face of the levels of emissions from China and India. However, when 
cumulative emissions are considered (CO2 can remain in the atmosphere for up to 200 years) proportionate to 
population size the US & UK have benefited from activities that have created 5.5 times their ‘share’ of emissions 
while China and India have only created 0.6 and 0.06 respectively25. This explains why other nations can justifiably 
ask for longer to make the transition to zero than those of us who have already had our share.    
 
  

As these are global issues, it is tempting to think they have no role in our 
considerations for Dorset. However, all the decisions we make can have 
consequences for marginalized communities. For example, in the Travel Better
chapter we discussed how switching all cars to electricity would create massive 
demands on resources, the negative effects of which would be felt in these 
communities26. We’ve also talked about travelling less and about growing more local 
food, these actions will affect global communities that currently rely on tourism or 

cash crops. While these issues can be addressed with the correct international policies and financial commitment 
providing a just transition, we need to be aware of them and the wider consequences of our actions. Working 
with internationally focused campaign and charity groups, like War on Want27, CAFOD28 and Oxfam29, can help 
maintain the focus on these aspects.  
 

Social Justice  

 
What is it? 

 
What can we do about it? 
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Social justice seeks to ensure that wealth and opportunities (including for study, work, legal 
representation, and democratic rights) are fairly distributed throughout society irrespective of 
race, gender, sexual orientation, or any other circumstances of birth. This can range from 
campaigning to address specific issues where poverty or lack of opportunity are apparent, to 
seeking fundamental changes to the way society operates to enshrine social justice as a right. As 

an example, while some argue that we already live in a healthy democracy, social justice campaigners will point 
to the unfair access large corporations and lobbyists have to decision makers, how the ‘first-past-the-post’ 
electoral system negates the value of millions of votes, and how workers have little, if any, say over the decisions 
their employers make. 
 
Within the wider social justice movement awareness is also growing of the issue of generational justice; the 
recognition that with environmental breakdown, it is the next and future generations who will live with the 
consequences of the actions taken by current and previous generations. Globally women carry a disproportionate 
strain from climate related issues30 while even in the UK, as an example, women travelling face issues of safety 
and practicality often ignored by transport planners31.  
 
Despite promises to ‘level-up’, recent reports32 confirm inequality is still growing. Dorset is not immune to these 
issues. Pockets of poverty exist, in 2015 there were 11 areas in Dorset within the top 20% most deprived 
nationally for multiple deprivation33, this in the very same county that boasts one of the world’s most expensive 
real estate locations34. Access to public transport is an issue of social justice, one that leads to Dorset households 
having to own and run more cars per household than the national average (see Travel Better chapter). Average 
salaries35 are nearly 10% below the UK average36 while average property prices are more than 10% above the UK 
average37 meaning the average house costs 13.5 times the average salary.  
 

 
 
19 https://www.foei.org/news/these-eight-scandals-prove-shells-long-history-of-contempt-for-people-and-planet 
20 https://historyhustle.com/united-fruit-company/ 
21 https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/goldmans-greek-gambit/ 
22 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10099143# 
23 https://tribunemag.co.uk/2021/08/how-austerity-helped-to-ignite-greeces-historic-wildfires 
24 https://www.csmonitor.com/World/2021/0928/Calls-growing-in-UN-for-international-reparations 
25 https://ourworldindata.org/co2-emissions 
26https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/09/the-dark-side-of-electric-cars-exploitative-labor-practices/ 
27 https://www.waronwant.org/ 
28 https://cafod.org.uk/ 
29 https://www.oxfam.org.uk/ 
30 https://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/climate_change/downloads/Women_and_Climate_Change_Factsheet.pdf 
31 https://sustainablemobility.iclei.org/rethinking-public-transportation-for-womens-safety-and-security/ 
32 https://neweconomics.org/2021/12/two-years-on-britain-has-been-torn-apart-not-levelled-up 
33 https://mapping.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/statistics-and-insights/Topics/Topic/Deprivation 
34 https://www.countryliving.com/uk/wildlife/countryside/a23717688/sandbanks-in-dorset-worlds-most-expensive-coastal-
street/ 
35 https://mapping.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/statistics-and-insights/AreaProfiles/UnitaryAuthority/dorset-council  (accessed 19th 
August 2021) 
36   
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/earningsandworkinghours/bulletins/annualsurveyofhour
sandearnings/2020  (accessed 19th August 2021) 
37 http://www.plumplot.co.uk/Dorset-house-prices (accessed 19th August 2021) 
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Figures produced38 before the recent dramatic increases in fuel prices indicated more than 34,000 households in
Dorset were already struggling to pay their bills. According to Public Health Dorset39 around “351,700 people 
across the area are estimated to not spend enough money on food and non-alcoholic drinks each week in order 
to meet government's guidelines for a healthy diet. Looking at household types with children, 165,100 people are 
not spending enough to have a healthy diet”. In total they have identified 374,900 people at risk of food 
insecurity. Local data suggests around 1.5% of the population were accessing food banks before the pandemic. 
All of these factors highlight how addressing climate related issues will not be a priority for many of Dorset’s 
residents.  
 
In an area of relatively low ethnic diversity it is disappointing that Dorset police had to issue a statement 
explaining why they had disproportionately stopped and searched people who identified themselves as black40.  
 

Many local groups are campaigning on social justice issues including the Dorset 
Equality Group41 and there are many local hubs for national campaigns. The Green 
New Deal (Dorset Hub) (see Policies chapter) directly campaigns to address both the 
climate crisis and issues of social inequality.  
 
As with Global Justice, the relevance of social justice for this report is the need to 
ensure these factors are included in plans to address the climate and ecological 

emergency. We need to ensure those in affected communities are explicitly included in developing plans, 
particularly those that will be directly impacted, those who are currently marginalised and those below 30 who 
will face the worst of the current social challenges (the first generation in centuries who will not be ‘better-off’ 
than their parents who will also witness the most dramatic changes to our planet’s climate).   
 

The future of work 
The requirement for a ‘just transition’ was discussed under Climate Justice above. However, beyond the issues 
of replacement work for those directly affected by the transition away from fossil fuels, there are interconnected 
issues that could affect many more workers. Reports over the past decade have highlighted the growth of low 
wage work42 43 (particularly in the hospitality and care sectors), and how this is exacerbating, rather than helping 
the so called ‘levelling-up agenda’. With changes in life style and an aging population the growth in these sectors 
is likely to continue. While policies, such as the Green New Deal, recognise care work as ‘green jobs’ and calls for 
them to be recognised and rewarded accordingly, mass low-paid work creates significant implications for society. 
As a local economy which features both tourist activity and an aging population, Dorset will remain at the 
forefront of places facing these issues. Meanwhile, at the same time as we try to create a truly sustainable world, 
we will also need to address the impacts of increasing automation and artificial intelligence. 
 
Given all these factors, many are now asking whether our whole attitude to work needs to be rethought; after 
all the 9 to 5 hasn’t been the means of producing life’s goods and necessities for ever or everywhere. Equally, 

 
 
38 https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/19304857.34-000-dorset-households-struggling-pay-fuel-bills/ 
39 https://www.publichealthdorset.org.uk/jsna/insights/joint-strategic-needs-assessment-food-insecurity-panel 
40 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-54289402 
41 http://dorsetequalitygroup.org.uk/public/index.php 
42 https://ifs.org.uk/publications/11696 
43 https://www.tuc.org.uk/news/low-paid-job-creation-has-pushed-earnings-growth-record-low 
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aligned to truly living sustainably, we need to ask difficult questions about more than just the transition away 
from fossil fuels: Do we really need everything we make? Can we make things that last longer so we don’t have 
to keep replacing them? Do we need to employ people to convince us we need to buy more of what we don’t 
need? Answers to these lead to more questions about how we share the work that does remain, how we ensure 
everyone ‘makes a living’ and how we pay for everything. This is not an area we have sought to answer here but, 
to leave these out of the wider debate would be disingenuous.  
 
Along with most of the other aspects of justice, a fair and proper resolution will only be found if those directly 
affected are directly engaged in developing the solutions. 

 
Who owns what, who pays what?  
If we delay implementing solutions to the climate crises, reports44 45 have shown that the costs of attempting to 
do so later will rise exponentially, potentially leaving an intergenerational legacy that will dwarf the perceived 
worries over current sovereign debt. Yet, despite this evidence, there has been a reluctance to take the necessary 
action. When the common narrative for at least 40 years has been that the economy and markets must take 
precedence and all other issues will ultimately be resolved (‘a rising tide lifts all boats’), we need to ask why 
haven’t western governments and the markets seized this opportunity. Part of the answer may lie in the power 
of vested interests.  
 
At COP26 it was noted that there were more delegates associated with the fossil fuel industry than any single 
country! Fossil fuel companies have consistently spent millions lobbying politicians46 not least in the US where 
fossil fuel funds can be seen to directly affect the attitudes and outcomes of elections47. Recent events in the UK 
concerning MPs second jobs and cash for access scandals suggests we aren’t immune to these issues. Along with 
the influence of a billionaire owned media48 there are serious questions to be asked about the health of our 
democracy and whether this is capable of standing up to the vested interests who are delaying action on climate.
 
One area left unresolved from COP26 is the issue of loss and damage. Despite the predominant news coverage 
about ‘watering-down’ of proposals made by India (to ‘phase down’ not ‘phase out’ coal) in many commentators 
minds the most significant watering down came at the behest of the US and other wealthy nations49 who still 
haven’t agreed the mechanism by which poorer, more vulnerable countries will receive financial assistance to 
deal with the loss and damage caused by climate changes not of their own making. On the back of failing to 
deliver a pledge of $100bn made in 201050 to help developing countries address climate change, the agreement 
to roll discussions forward to COP27 in Egypt was seen by many as another example of richer nations not living 
up to their promises.   
 

 
 
44 https://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/publication/the-economics-of-climate-change-the-stern-review/ 
45 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/aug/11/climate-action-bargain-britain-net-zero 
46 https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarthy/2019/03/25/oil-and-gas-giants-spend-millions-lobbying-to-block-climate-
change-policies-infographic/?sh=25caac4e7c4f 
47 https://climate-xchange.org/2021/07/30/fossil-fuel-industrys-influence-in-the-2020-congressional-elections/ 
48 https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opendemocracyuk/five-reasons-why-we-don-t-have-free-and-independent-press-in-uk-
and-what-we-can-do-about/ 
49 https://www.icccad.net/daily-star-articles/what-did-cop26-do-to-deal-with-loss-and-damage/ 
50 https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/cop26-delivering-on-100-billion-climate-finance/ 
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During the pandemic, as in times of war, the usual notion that governments cannot simply spend what they want 
was proved to be a false one. Organisations such as Positive Money51 and the New Economics Foundation (NEF)52

have long argued that our banking and finance systems can be repurposed to work more effectively for society 
as a whole; addressing the climate crisis and many of society’s issues. NEF in particular have published extensive 
research on how to finance a Green New Deal53 and other programmes. The People’s Green New Deal Early Day 
Motion54 specifically calls for “raising taxes on the richest 5 per cent of earners and large corporations, while 
introducing a windfall tax on corporations who have made excessive profits during the covid-19 pandemic and a 
crackdown on tax avoidance and evasion.” 
    
Leading climate scientist James Hansen has long argued for a carbon tax and dividend scheme55. This is different 
to most taxes in that the funds raised (in this case by putting a fee on all fossil fuel emissions at the point they 
enter the market e.g. at the refinery) are distributed to all citizens through a dividend. This would be paid equally 
to every adult (with an allowance for children) enabling poorer families to meet the resulting increases in basic 
costs while penalizing those who use excessive amounts of fossil fuels. With the fee rising each year it is 
anticipated that individuals will do everything they can to switch away from fossil fuel use, with alternatives 
becoming comparatively cheaper. Some 3,623 US economists have declared a carbon tax to be “the most cost-
effective lever to reduce carbon emissions at the scale and speed necessary” while many Republicans have 
offered support as the ‘dividend’ element negates the usual anti-tax arguments. The approach has supporters in 
the UK but has not to date been as high profile as it is in the US.    
 
We have discussed the critical role of land in this report, both directly in the Land Use and Eat Well chapters, and 
indirectly when considering issues such as where renewable energy technology can be installed. How we optimise 
the land available to us, to meet all these requirements, will of course depend on the attitudes of those who own 
it. This may be problematic when, according to Who Owns England56, ten landowners own one-sixth of the 
county (likely much more than that in terms of land available to use for some of the solutions we have set out in 
this report). While it may not surprise many that the National Trust is the largest owner and Richard Drax MP the 
second, among the remaining owners are an American billionaire, offshore holdings belonging to the Marquess 
of Salisbury and Daily Mail owner Viscount Rothermere. While the National Trust have made some very positive 
moves with respect to climate change57 and issues of historic injustice58, it seems unlikely the remainder will act 
in a similar manner. Issues of the rights of current owners are difficult to address but without some significant 
changes there may be barriers to just how much we can make happen in Dorset.    
 
   

 
 
51 https://positivemoney.org/about/our-vision/ 
52 https://neweconomics.org/ 
53 https://neweconomics.org/about/our-missions/green-new-deal 
54 https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58487 
55 http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/Documents/Hansen.2021.BostonGlobeOpEd_CarbonTax.pdf 
56 https://whoownsengland.org/2020/01/04/the-ten-landowners-who-own-one-sixth-of-dorset/ 
57 https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/tackling-climate-change-together 
58 https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/addressing-the-histories-of-slavery-and-colonialism-at-the-national-trust 
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2022 Objectives 
The areas we need to address for this chapter feature throughout the report, predominantly in the Effective 
Policies and What Next chapters. Perhaps even more than in other areas the issues here are beyond our councils’ 
scope. However, councils can support practical issues of justice and fairness through aspects such as:  

 
1. Implementing Citizens Assemblies to address issues of prioritisation and contentious aspects of CEE 

plans. 
2. Providing free / low-cost access to council property for community group meetings and activities. 
3. Identifying and securing premises for Climate Emergency Centres. 
4. Identifying ways to support the wider adoption of ‘fair trade’ schemes. 
5. Creating local task forces that not only include the wider public and private sectors but also bring in 

direct citizen and community participants. 
 

Case Studies  
Across the county individuals and organisations are already taking the action that will propel us towards the 
vision. By sharing some of these below the aim is to encourage their sustainability, replication, and escalation. 
 

Weymouth Together  
Following People's Assemblies (PAs) which were held in February 2020 in Portland, Dorchester and Weymouth 
(in response to Dorset Councils call for climate ideas for the Climate & Ecological Emergency Plan) Weymouth 
Together59 held an initial zoom meeting in May 2020. 
 
Working together, sharing, and connecting communities were recurrent themes and the Weymouth PA was keen 
to see a place for community groups to work together. So, several people started mapping the Weymouth 
community and thinking about how to engage people in such an idea and consider what sort of group would 
work for Weymouth. Then Coronavirus happened and communities sprung up in a way no one had predicted. 
There has been a big coming together in most communities and an unusual situation arose and persists with 
opportunities to do things differently as people adjusted to life with Covid-19. 
  
In the period of readjustment and lockdown the community mapping project continued, and the shared 
experience of coronavirus became the catalyst to bring the various groups together and explore what they 
shared, how they might continue to work together and increase future resilience. The network did not have a 
specific environmental agenda, instead the space was open for people to share the full range of interconnected 
challenges and opportunities within the local community.  
  
Although not a climate group, the facilitation, communication and conflict resolution skills, as well as inclusivity 
values many of the facilitators gained from involvement with Extinction Rebellion were instrumental to the 
success of meetings which were seen as inspiring and energized because everyone is given space and encouraged 
to be an active participant.  
 
A year on and the group have taken time to review what’s happened to date and define more explicitly what 
their core objectives are; summed up by one member as Talk. Share. Act. 
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Talking and connecting people who have shared challenges or with opportunities to link & work together. Sharing
resources or forming a focused working group that then acts – e.g. collaboration over foodbanks and the securing 
of a food hub. 
 
Although the network has not got a specific climate change agenda, they are very much focused on building 
resilience by connecting with and learning who and what their community is and does. They also consider that 
learning how to collaborate effectively over issues now will enable us to better cope with “the bigger challenges 
that decarbonising (or not!!) will bring.” 
 
The Weymouth Together Network is also seeking to establish a Climate Emergency Centre (CEC) (see below) in 
Weymouth.  The aim for the CEC in Weymouth60 is threefold: to promote and develop solutions for emissions 
reductions for individuals, organisations and businesses; to inform, educate and engage people in issues 
surrounding the climate crisis; to provide a hub for environmental and social groups to promote greater co-
operation.  Initially the Weymouth CEC team is looking to establish a location in the centre of town that could 
house a permanent information display and resource centre, where residents could drop in during certain hours 
to consult with local climate-aware volunteers. They are presently still searching for suitable premises in 
Weymouth.   
 

Community Action in Charmouth  
Prior to lockdown, handyman and firefighter, Tim Holmes had picked up shopping and prescriptions for a few 
elderly neighbours in Charmouth.  When the virus took off, he became swamped by calls for help and appealed 
for support on the Charmouth Facebook Notice Board. Within 20 minutes he had 20 offers of help and the 
numbers kept rising. “One of the first volunteers was Judy Fellingham from the local estate agents,” he said. “She 
and I met and chatted about what could be achieved and made plans for a leaflet delivery to all the households 
in the village.” Jo Seaman, former British Council leader and author, also saw the Facebook page and thought 
that the rapidly increasing supply of helpers, might need a bit of co-ordination. “During my career I managed 
teams of people living through some challenging circumstances, from a break-down in law and order in Georgia, 
to earthquakes and 'cartoon riots' in Pakistan.  I always like to find ways to bring a sense of calm control if I can 
to what could be, or was, a dangerous situation.” She called Tim and offered to help pull together a spreadsheet. 
Within hours they had put together a Facebook messenger group of the volunteers.  
 
Within a week a core team were talking every few hours by phone and via zoom. The information leaflet was 
almost complete and an idea was put forward to use the classic Thumbs Up image - the national sign for I'm OK.  
By turning the poster upside down, anybody, not just volunteers, could see a person might need assistance.  
A Safeguarding Policy and ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ for volunteers was prepared and Charmouth Parish Council helped 
with a series of leaflets for village-wide distribution and wrote the proposals for funding from Dorset Coronavirus 
Community Fund and managed the budget of £1700.  
 
Once the project took off, volunteers delivered leaflets to 930 households, around 160 of which took up the offer 
as volunteers delivered shopping and prescriptions, gave telephone support and even walked dogs.  
 

 
 
59 https://www.weymouthtogether.org/ 
60 www.weymouthtogether.org/climate+emergency+centre 
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Volunteers found themselves learning new skills, not least how to balance their new tasks with their own 
commitments, one volunteer was even able to step in to help when discovering one old lady who had fallen on 
her living room floor. Other than a nasty cut on her leg she was otherwise okay, however, it was lucky that one 
of the volunteers was there at right time to help. The Chemist and local stores began to work in partnership with 
the volunteer group, one store reporting requests for home deliveries to people isolating grew from 8 to 156.  
 
This is a brilliant example of a community coming together at speed with innovative ideas and enthusiasm to 
confront a major crisis and it doesn’t end here. Plans are now being developed with the Charmouth Parish Council 
to create an Emergency Plan for the future. 
   

Bournemouth University  
The power of collective action is evident at Bournemouth University where the Student Union (SUBU) and staff 
unions UCU and UNISON have begun coordinating activities and initiatives, including holding the university to its 
stated commitments around sustainability and upholding and supporting the progress already made.  
 
In 2015 the NUS green impact programme was first introduced at Bournemouth University encouraging staff 
and students to reduce their environmental impact. SUBU strongly encourages commercial stall holders to not 
use plastic bags, balloons and/or stickers on their stands, use electronic devices to collect data instead of paper, 
only hand out flyers only to those students who express genuine interest and ensure all items/flyers being handed 
out are easily recycled and composted – with no single use plastic items. They ask stall holders to keep the volume 
of waste is kept to a minimum, and that any waste should be 100% recyclable or biodegradable. Progress has 
been made around the use of non-recyclable coffee cups at the university, but these are still in use at the time 
of writing and will be a continuing target for the unions. Another target for next year will be poor recycling and 
waste collection off campus at student digs, the amount of disposed food and personal belongings including 
kitchenware, furniture etc. that students throw out at the end of their year in student accommodation.  
 
UCU and UNISON are also coordinating activities with local environmental campaigners and groups, including 
Zero Carbon Dorset. Their targets for further action include transport, energy, food, waste and various ethical 
issues. UCU is campaigning for a Green New Deal and the two UCU local branch Environment Reps will be 
negotiating with the university, and lobbying local councils, on a number of related issues.  
 
Through their attendance of the Travel Plan Implementation Group UCU will continue to press for the university 
and local council to coordinate on building safe and separate cycle routes to and from the university to the centre 
of town and to other locations. Existing cycling ‘lanes’ (narrow painted strips on busy roads) offer little protection 
and the high number of cycling causalities each year on the road into university must be prioritised urgently in 
their view. Many European cities have shown that safe, separate cycle ways encourage people out of their cars 
and onto their bikes which is good for their health and the environment.  
 
The unions are pressing for more transparency around contracts, food supplies, waste disposal, energy use, 
pension schemes and investment portfolios. They are also opposed to local incinerators due to pollutants and its 
effect in discouraging recycling. They plan to work with local activists to highlight and oppose fossil fuel extraction 
in the county, such as Wytch Farm61 oil field, and encourage renewable energy schemes (especially wind and 

 
 
61 https://www.hydrocarbons-technology.com/projects/wytch-farm-oil-field/ 
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solar), whenever possible. The unions run student and staff facing events around these issues including the 
building of support for the UK Student Climate Network62 and the global campaign for climate action, not words, 
at COP26. 

 
 
Dorset Equality Group  
This group63, who are politically non-aligned, works to raise awareness of inequality, to promote social 
justice, and to campaign for greater equality. They campaign, especially by engaging policymakers, to  
publicise the inequalities around us (and the damage they cause) and make presentations, drawing on 
local case studies. They are applying ongoing pressure on local political and economic decision makers, 
urging them to be as energetic in promoting economic and ecological justice in the wake of COVID 19 
as they have been in tackling the pandemic. 
 
Dorset Equality Group is affiliated to the (national) Equality Trust64 and draws on many Equality Trust 
resources for campaigning and engagement with policy makers. The Equality Trust was created 
following research undertaken and published in The Spirit Level65, research which shows how equality 
is actually better for everyone.  
 
The Dorset group holds business/planning meetings every few weeks, open to anyone interested. 
Currently these meetings are held in Poole (although they have been virtual during COVID 19 pandemic). 
You can email dorsetequalitygroup@gmail.com for further details about their work and meetings. 
 

Livability Holton Lee 
Predominantly a wellbeing discovery centre set in 350 acres of beautiful Dorset countryside, Livability 
Holton Lee66 is part of the Livability family of services, aiming to support visitors in feeling good about 
themselves by encouraging them to build friendships and develop a sense of accomplishment. 
 
Services include gardening, forestry therapy, arts and ceramics, bird watching, walking and accessible 
camping, all aimed at ensuring visitors benefit from an inclusive and supportive community. The centre 
is open to the general community and also has a particular understanding of disability and mental 
health. 
 
One of their services, worthy of a Case Study in the Eat Well chapter, is a Weekly Veg Box, organic 
seasonal produce grown as part of their horticulture therapy project. 
 

 
 
62 https://ukscn.org/ 
63 http://www.dorsetequalitygroup.org.uk 
64 https://equalitytrust.org.uk/ 
65 https://equalitytrust.org.uk/resources/the-spirit-level 
66 https://www.holtonlee.org/ 
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Affordable & sustainable community living 
Bridport Cohousing67 are pioneering cohousing as a means of enabling affordable and sustainable community 
living for local people. They have been working for more than 11 years to create a cohousing model in Dorset 
that offers an alternative, socially connected way of life where neighbours support and share with one another. 
This involves: 
 
• Providing permanently affordable rental and ownership options for beautiful homes and shared spaces 
that benefit the wider community. 
• Pioneering sustainable living and energy solutions that aim to reduce the community's carbon footprint 
by 40% within 5 years. 
• Creating a culture of sharing and connection within the community by offering common spaces, facilities 
and activities including classes, community food growing areas, a car club and meals. 
• Showcasing the benefits of a different model of affordable and sustainable cohousing that can be 
replicated in other areas of the UK. 
 
‘Hazelmead’ is being built on the north-western edge of Bridport, just north of Allington Hill and next door to the 
Community Hospital. It is currently the largest cohousing neighbourhood in the UK, offering 53 affordable eco-
homes for sale and for rent. There are seven south-facing terraces of two-, three- and four-bed family houses, 
and two two-storey apartment blocks of one-bedroom flats for single or double occupancy. Half of the homes 
are available for social rent through our housing association partner, Bournemouth Churches Housing Association 
(BCHA). The other half are for shared ownership either at 80% leasehold purchase, or through the Government’s 
Help to Buy scheme.   
 
Designed to be affordable, high quality, energy efficient, climate resilient and nature friendly, Hazelmead will be 
managed by the community itself. Car-free streets will provide safe space for children to play. The Common 
House and outdoor areas will give opportunities for socialising, companionship and mutual support. 
 

Sheltered Work Opportunities  

“Caring for People, Caring for Plants”  
Through the use of Therapeutic Horticulture, Cherry Tree Nursery68 helps to restore mental well-being, and give 
purpose to people’s lives. The Charity provides meaningful occupation in a supportive environment, aiming to 
restore well-being to people with mental illness. Cherry Tree Nursery is the first project of the registered charity 
the Sheltered Work Opportunities Project (SWOP).  The charity currently has two projects, Cherry Tree Nursery 
in Bournemouth, established in 1990, and Chestnut Nursery in Poole, established in 2001. 
 

 
 
67 https://bridportcohousing.org.uk/ 
68 https://www.cherrytreenursery.org.uk/ 
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Cherry Tree Nursery is a 4.5-acre site in Bournemouth that produces 
over 100,000 high quality garden plants every year and is well-known in 
the local community for its friendly atmosphere.  The volunteers find 
the nursery a safe and non-threatening place to work, where they can 
receive support from staff, gain strength from developing friendships 
with each other, share problems and experiences, and build social 
networks through working together.   
 
There are many different types of work available, all of which contribute 
to the running of the nursery and to the strengthening of a mutually 
self-supporting community. Confidence is boosted through the 
knowledge that all play a part in keeping a thriving, popular and 
successful nursery project running. 
 

Further Information 

 

Mutual Aid 
The term ‘Mutual Aid’ can be used in local government planning and other organizational scenarios however in 
this context it describes an organizational approach where “mutual aid is a voluntary reciprocal exchange of 
resources and services for mutual benefit. Mutual aid projects are a form of political participation in which people 
take responsibility for caring for one another and changing political conditions”69. 
 
It isn’t new, in fact it reflects the approach taken by humans throughout history to come together and cooperate 
to address issues of survival or development. Although examples can be found even in modern times, it become 
less common during colonial times and as wage-labour and private property became the dominant features of 
society.  
 
Although groups of people coming together to help others can sound similar to charity; mutual aid is very 
different. Typically it doesn’t just seek to ‘help’ people who require assistance but, by acting as a collective group 
seeks to provide a solution to the structural reasons for people being unable to meet their needs. This could be 
the provision of free meals, free medical assistance, transport, support for strikers, refugees etc. or practical 
provision such as training. More often than not participants are part of the very communities affected by the 
issue. Also unlike many charities a key role of mutual aid organisations is to recognise and develop a shared 
understanding of the structural issues that are creating the problems and to work together to mobilise people to 
address these.  
 
Like any organisation, mutual aid ones face the same challenges of paternalism, domination by individuals or 
groups but, where true to their collective nature, where decisions are made by the whole group and everyone is 
engaged in the process, they can become powerful vehicles for ground up change. Many see this type of structure 
as key to facing the issues of climate and environmental devastation; not least building the resilience to deal with 

 
 
69 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutual_aid_(organization_theory) 
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the issues we will face while fighting for the transformative change that will be needed to prevent environmental 
breakdown.  
 

Stockton: Putting people at the heart of urban planning. 
“What they are doing in Stockton is quite different. It seems to be more of a kind of wellbeing approach to urban 
development, forgetting about the property sector and its needs”. 
 
Stockton Council has “ripped up the rule book” and taken direct action70, including buying a hotel, to ensure that 
their urban centre with a vision to “vision is to buy up, repurpose, restore and reconfigure the heart of the town, 
emphasising events, independent enterprise, green space and conviviality”. It’s a strategy that doesn’t seek to 
return to the singular focus of chain stores and consumer capitalism, but rather creates a place people want to 
visit for a variety of social reasons.  
 
Opportunities for Social Housing  
In this Conversation71 article Claire Brown highlights how new social housing can help the property and climate 
crisis. “In 2018, 10.3% of UK households experienced fuel poverty. This means these households were in a 
situation where spending money on energy services would push the household income below the poverty line. 
 
On-site renewables can be part of the solution, especially for social housing, where significant numbers of families 
are currently facing a choice between heat and food. 
 
This awful situation can be avoided – or at least stemmed – by building renewable power generation and low 
carbon heat sources into the homes themselves, like integrated solar or thermal panels in roofs. By constructing 
these into the fabric of the roofs, they can be a design feature while providing a viable energy generation source 
for the home” 
 
The Cartwright Moms   

 
Hear how one a community in one of the most polluted 
areas in the USA took a stand against diesel school 
transport and  secured funding for an electric bus and the 
associated infrastructure.  
 
Read the story and see the video here:  
 

https://grist.org/article/in-maricopa-county-an-electric-school-bus-brings-power-to-the-people/ 
 

 
 
70 https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/aug/21/forget-shops-how-stockton-on-tees-ripped-up-the-rule-book-to-revive-
its-high-street? 
71 https://theconversation.com/how-new-social-housing-can-help-fight-climate-change-155996 
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Climate Emergency Centres  
 
The Climate Emergency Centres (CECs)72 project enables the development of a self-funding Eco Centre that 
brings together a diverse alliance of groups and individuals in the local community to build solutions, relationships 
and resilience in the face of the Climate Emergency and multiple social crises. Each centre is autonomous but 
interconnected with a broader network of Centres across the UK that support each other, sharing skills, resources 
and knowledge. 
 
The project has grown out of 30 years of grassroots environmental community centre projects, which began in 
1992 after the Rio Earth Summit. Knowledge from this experience has been collated into the CEC handbook. 
 
At this critical time for our planet what is needed is spaces and infrastructure to help people connect and gather 
resources to take action for a sustainable future. Local communities can come together to set up self-funding 
Climate Emergency Centres that meet local needs in a sustainable way. These Centres will work to improve 
community resilience by focusing on solutions to social and environmental crises. 
 
Local communities create a team and identify a vacant building, either owned by the Council or a private 
developer, that can be used for a CEC for the benefit of people and planet. They are supported by being 
connected to a network of other groups working in their own communities, and sharing experience, knowledge 
and skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
72 https://climateemergencycentre.co.uk/ 


