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8. Effective Policies 
Defining a Vision for 2030 
As acknowledged in previous chapters, addressing climate and ecological breakdown is a challenge of such magnitude 
that significant government support will be at the core of any transformation. This chapter briefly considers whether 
current policies are sufficient and looks at what the alternatives might be, how they sit within the global context of 
climate law and how every organisation, not least our councils, need to ensure that their complete suite of policies is 
commensurate with addressing the climate and ecological emergency.  
 
More than any other chapter this one acknowledges the necessity of top-down action. While many of these may not 
be specific to Dorset, we have included them here as they help to complete the picture of what we need to achieve 
to meet our overall 2030 Vision. 
 
Given the different balance here we have not graded this aspect or added it to the score card. 

 

 

By 2030… 
 
Government policies set a clear framework, not only for achieving zero emissions and 
reversing ecological decline, but also for the wider legislative framework, ensuring a 
sustainable future for all is at the core of all new government action, supported by the 
appropriate funding and implemented urgently; where necessary with direct state 
intervention.  
 
A Climate & Ecological Emergency bill has been enacted, the Green New Deal has become 
the framework for government spending and action.  
 
Council policies follow a similar approach with activities across all departments developed 
in line with addressing the climate and ecological emergency. The majority of 
organisations have also recognised their responsibility to ensure their actions are 
compatible with a sustainable future; most having declared a climate emergency and are 
now working in line with their revised policies.  
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2021 Assessment 

Where are we now and what else do we need to know? 

 
International Context 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United 
Nations Member States in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for peace and 
prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future. At its heart are 
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals1 (SDGs), which are an urgent call for 
action by all countries - developed and developing - in a global partnership. 
They recognize that ending poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-
hand with strategies that improve health and education, reduce inequality, 
and spur economic growth – all while tackling climate change and working to 
preserve our oceans and forests (although some scientists and activists 
question whether ‘economic growth’ can be truly sustainable given current 
measures of economic growth require the increasing consumption of limited 
resources on a finite planet2). 
 
SDG 13 - Climate Action to take urgent action to combat climate change and 
its impacts and is linked to the Paris Agreement3. This was signed at COP21 
in 2015 and committed every nation in the world to work together to keep 
global warming below 2°C (aiming to limit this to 1.5°C).  
 
As this report was being finalised COP264 had just concluded in Glasgow. COP 
(the annual ‘conference of the parties’ of signatories to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change) is the mechanism for agreeing 
global action on ‘preventing “dangerous” human interference with the 
climate system’5. As hosts of the event the UK Government has been keen to 
portray the event as a success where ‘Under the UK presidency and with the 
support of the UNFCCC Secretariat, delegates forged agreements that 
strengthen ambition in the three pillars of collective climate action.’6. 
 
While securing the agreement of all 195 countries is a rare event to be both 
applauded and appreciated, many scientists, organisations and campaigners 
feel the event failed because we remain on track to exceed the 1.5°C limit 
the scientists say we need to achieve to secure the long-term viability of a 
planet than can sustain human (and much other) life. Among the warm words 
of congratulations and praise, in the closing statement of Executive Secretary 
Patricia Espinosa was an acknowledgement that “Despite your 
accomplishments, we are still far off the trajectory of stabilizing global 
temperature rise at 1.5-degrees. It’s imperative we see more climate action 
this decade to achieve it. The emissions gap remains a serious threat, as do 
the gaps in finance and adaptation. As the Secretary General said: every 
country, city, company and financial institution must credibly and verifiably 
reduce their emissions and decarbonize their portfolios starting now.”7  

Figure 1. The 17 SDGs 
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National Context 
The Environment Bill8 is one of the key vehicles for delivering the Government’s vision as set out in the 25 Year 
Environment Plan9. The Bill aims to put the environment at the centre of policy making to deliver a “cleaner, greener 
and more resilient country for the next generation”. It includes details on creating a new governance framework for 
the environment; a new direction for resources and waste management; improving air quality; securing water 
services; enhancing our green spaces and updating laws on chemicals. The government is now setting out how it plans 
to set the long-term targets under the Environment Bill framework. 
 
It also includes action to mitigate climate change, while adapting to reduce its impact by continuing to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions; ensuring all policies, programmes and investment decisions consider the possible extent of climate 
change this century and implementing a second National Adaptation Programme. 
 
There are concerns the Bill does not go far enough to protect vulnerable habitats around the world (including the 
issues of sewage waste in our rivers!). As one example, Greenpeace10 is calling for the government to tighten the 
legislation and prevent products linked to deforestation from entering the UK, including soy, beef, palm oil, cocoa, 
coffee and rubber. Current UK government proposals for a deforestation law in the Environment Bill aim only to ban 
products linked to ‘illegal’ deforestation, defined according to local laws. This leaves the door open for products linked 
to ‘legal’ deforestation and incentivises producer countries to legalise even more.  
 
In 2020, the government published its 10-point plan for a green industrial revolution11 to build back better, support 
green jobs, and accelerate the path to net zero. This has now been enhanced by Build Back Better – a plan for growth12

and a Clean Growth strategy13, described as an ‘ambitious blueprint for Britain’s low carbon future strategies.’  
 
However, while the UK was one of the nations who raised ambitions and enhanced their commitments ahead of this 
year’s COP, there remains serious misgivings about both the plans to make this happen and how wider policies are 
still not aligned to this task. The Government’s own Climate Change Committee indicated earlier in the year that “The 
Government has made historic climate promises in the past year, for which it deserves credit. However, it has been too 
slow to follow these with delivery. This defining year for the UK’s climate credentials has been marred by uncertainty 
and delay to a host of new climate strategies. Those that have emerged have too often missed the mark. With every 
month of inaction, it is harder for the UK to get on track.”14  

 
 
1 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/ 
2 https://theecologist.org/2018/feb/22/why-economic-growth-not-compatible-environmental-sustainability 
3 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement 
4 https://unfccc.int/conference/glasgow-climate-change-conference-october-november-2021 
5 https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-
change 
6 https://unfccc.int/news/cop26-reaches-consensus-on-key-actions-to-address-climate-change 
7 https://unfccc.int/news/at-cop26-parties-built-a-bridge-patricia-espinosa 
8 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environment-bill-2020 
9 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan 
10 https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/resources/open-letter-to-the-uk-prime-minister-take-action-to-protect-the-amazon 
11 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-ten-point-plan-for-a-green-industrial-revolution). 
12 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth 
13 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-growth-strategy 
14 https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/2021-progress-report-to-parliament/ 
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As outlined in the Introduction and What Next the urgency of the situation requires something akin to placing the 
country on a war footing. A requirement echoed by Prince Charles at COP2615. 
 
Ahead of COP there was a flurry of further policy announcements by the UK Government, centred around their ‘green 
strategy’ and net zero ambitions for 2050. At the same time BBC Environment Correspondent, Roger Harrabin, 
questioned16 whether all these commitments were sufficient. While pointing out “the government's great over-
arching green strategy is, on the face of, it a remarkable achievement”, he noted the inadequacy of many of the 
measures, the likelihood of fossil fuels production increasing through the “construction of £27bn worth of roads; 
allowing the continued sale of gas guzzling SUVs; allowing aviation to grow even though the public wants it curbed; 
and allowing mining for oil, gas and coal drilling in defiance of international advice.” Furthermore finance is 
inadequate and even if all of these policies are implemented overall emissions are likely to grow.  
 
It is against this background that we highlight below some of the policy actions the Government should take. 
 

Local Context 
Both BCP17 and Dorset18 Councils have declared Climate Emergencies and produced plans to tackle the climate and 
ecological crises. Throughout the report we have referenced these and highlighted where actions should be seen as a 
priority and stressed how we feel they are best placed to lead the changes required. Both Councils appear to be guilty 
of being too slow to take tangible action, in part because of the focus on the pandemic, we now encourage them to 
raise their ambitions, accelerate action and treat them like an emergency, making up for lost time and taking 
advantage of a green economic recovery.  
 
Just over half of BCP & Dorset Town Councils have declared climate emergencies (see Appendix). Some have set 2030 
to become carbon neutral, such as Shaftesbury, Swanage and Weymouth which reflects the urgency of the crises and 
shows more ambition than Dorset Council. For those declaring an emergency almost all have an action plan to help 
them work towards this target. 
 
The Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) should be central to unlocking a green recovery path, as they work with 
businesses, local government, education institutes and other industry and community organisations to drive economic 
growth, attract funding and investment, increase productivity and develop local strategies for Dorset. The LEP has set 
out how to turn the government’s industrial and net zero ambitions into tangible strategies in Dorset, mainly through 
net zero and local industrial strategies. They are also key in helping train people for the jobs needed to secure a 
greener future.  
 
The Decarbonising Dorset19 report includes exciting opportunities for Dorset to reach net zero and create significant 
economic and social benefit for the county at the same time. The Local Industrial Strategy20 (LIS) is a twenty-year plan 
to increase productivity, innovation, earnings and wellbeing across the county, delivering on an ambition to create a 

 
 
15 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-59115203 
16 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-58973826 
17 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/News/News-Features/Climate-and-ecological-emergency/153-Climate-Change-actions.aspx 
18 https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/climate-emergency/climate-ecological-emergency-
strategy/the-climate-and-ecological-emergency-strategy 
19 https://www.dorsetlep.co.uk/dorset-net-zero 
20 https://www.dorsetlep.co.uk/local-industrial-strategy 
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local economy that is sustainable, innovative, resilient and inclusive. A big challenge for the LEP, as noted above with 
respect to the Sustainable Development Goals, is to what extent can we ensure that ‘economic growth’ does not itself 
create further problems rather than resolve them.  
 
Most, if not all, public and private organisations have published a vision, strategy and values which seek to outline 
where the company is headed and what values are guiding that journey. It tells us the company’s purpose by focusing 
on the future and what the organization exists to achieve. 
 
These are usually underpinned by a policy framework, which provides the key objectives of how and when the 
business will deliver its strategic aims and values. At the entry level, policies spell out how the business will meet legal 
standards. However, they should go well beyond this minimum. Policies should be appropriate to the business 
strategic and operational direction, include SMART objectives, be up to date and signed off by the CEO or equivalent 
(see ISO21 for more details). It is vital policies are implemented and do not just sit on a shelf collecting dust as a way 
to tick a corporate objective.  
 
Organisations tend to have many policies, covering for example Human Resources, Health & Safety, procurement and 
the environment, but what is now vital is for all policies to include a commitment to tackle the climate and ecological 
crisis. It is now not good enough to have a standalone environment/sustainability policy; the crisis demands that all 
activities need to be assessed for their impact on the environment. The Policy framework must be kept up to date to 
reflect changes in the national, regional and local laws and strategies, if the organisation is to remain competitive and 
relevant. 
 
Both Bournemouth University22 and Lush23 have developed comprehensive policy frameworks to help direct their 
business that go beyond the minimum legal requirements and embrace sustainable development.  Both organisations 
measure the success of their leadership by their positive impact on society and the planet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
21 https://www.iso.org/standards.html 
22 https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/about/sustainability/people-policies 
23 https://weare.lush.com/lush-life/our-policies 
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2022 Objectives 

 

For this chapter, we have focused on actions individuals can take to lobby those with positions of power or influence 
to adopt the policies and approaches we have outlined here.  

1. Support the CEE bill both directly by signing up on the website (see below) and by writing to your MP to ask 
them to support the bill; 

2. Support the Green New Deal by writing to your MP to ask them to add their name to Early Day Motions 1 & 
58 (see below); 

3. Contact those Town Councils who have not declared a Climate Emergency and demand they do so and put 
in place action plans; 

4. Read the Council and Town Council climate action plans and reflect on what you could do to support them 
achieve their aims; 

5. Contact those Town Councils who have declared Climate Emergencies to express your support for their action 
plans; 

6. Contact your councillors to ensure they are pressing the Councils to accelerate their action plans; 

7. Ask your employer about what action they are taking to reduce carbon emissions and protect the 
environment, encourage all organisations to declare a climate emergency24 

8. Ask your children’s / grandchildren’s school about what action they are taking to reduce carbon emissions 
and protect the environment; 

9. Contact your local environment / climate community group so that you can join the conversation and amplify 
local voices for action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
24 http://www.dorsetdeclares.com/ 
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Policy information 
 

CEE Bill 
The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill25 is a Private Member's Bill first presented in the UK Parliament in 
September 2020 by Caroline Lucas MP, along with supporting MPs from seven political parties. Over the last year, it's 
gathered the backing of over 140 MPs and Peers from all major parties – as well as from hundreds of organisations, 
businesses and local councils. In June 2021, it was updated and strengthened. 

The main elements of the proposed bill are to tackle both the climate and ecological crises synergistically, including 
calls for cuts in emissions’ sources caused by human activity as far and as rapidly as is possible, implementing a legally 
binding nature target to halt and reverse the degradation and loss of nature.  

This is the type of enabling legislation that can set the context for how all other decisions should be made in the most 
appropriate manner going forwards. 

No Dorset MP currently supports the Bill. 

 

 

Green New Deal 
The Green New Deal is currently set out in two Early Day Motions26 EDM 127 and EDM 5828, and is based around the 
concept of the New Deal29 implemented in the USA in the 1930’s to stablise the economy and provide jobs and 
assistance to those suffering the worst economic depression in living memory. Most of the expenditure was targeted 

 
 
25 https://www.ceebill.uk/bill 
26 https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/business/edms/ 
27 https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58436 
28 https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58487 
29 https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/new-deal 



 

 

Page 9 
 

towards infrastructure. The idea for a Green New Deal also arose in the US and recognised how an updated but similar 
state sponsored economic policy could be used to both address the climate crisis and address issues of unemployment 
and inequality.  

EDM 1 calls on the Government to “invest in a transformative Green New Deal to create over one million well-paid, 
good quality green jobs where everyone has a role to play from insulating homes to delivering first class public services; 
notes that this would replace jobs lost as a result of the covid-19 outbreak and level up the UK; considers green jobs to 
include low carbon jobs in care, education and health as well as in nature conservation, industry and infrastructure” 
and to “guarantee a just transition for workers in high carbon sectors including oil, gas, steel and aviation; further 
urges the Government to ensure the remits of the UK Infrastructure Bank and Green Savings Bonds advance a green 
economy and do not support fossil fuel extraction; and calls on the Government to move towards a wellbeing economy 
where the number and quality of good green jobs and the wellbeing of people and nature are the primary measures 
of the health of the nations.”  

EDM 58 focuses on how this could be paid for calling for raising taxes on “on the richest 5 per cent of earners and large 
corporations, while introducing a windfall tax on corporations who have made excessive profits during the covid-19 
pandemic and a crackdown on tax avoidance and evasion.”  

While both EDMs are focused on the UK the global application of such a policy is essential (as set out in Justice), with 
many calling for a Global Green New Deal30. No Dorset MP currently supports either EDM. 

 
Onshore Wind Planning 
Power for the People have also noted how the UK’s cheapest source of energy generation is being blocked because 
the government has placed a moratorium on new onshore wind projects in England31. 
Planning regulations need to be changed to remove the onshore wind moratorium in England, so that local 
communities and their economies can benefit from new onshore wind projects. They have organised an open, cross-
party letter from MPs to the government calling for the changes needed. The block on state financing was removed 
in March 2020, but the planning block remains. 
 
No Dorset MPs were signatories to the open letter. 
 

The Local Electricity Bill 
This bill recognises that the potential for community renewable energy to benefit local economies is being blocked by 
unfair regulations and hugely disproportionate costs. A team based at Power for the People32 have drafted the Local 
Electricity Bill33 and are campaigning for it to be made law. This would give electricity generators the right to become 
local suppliers. A cross-party group of 278 MPs have already registered their support. 
 
Chris Loder and Richard Drax are recorded as supporting this Bill. The remainder of Dorset’s MP are not. 
 
 

Frequent Flyer Levy 
Calls are growing for legislation which addresses the complex issues around reducing the number of flights taken (the 
impact of which was discussed in Travel Better). While multiple options are available many believe placing a levy on 
frequent flyers is the fairest way to manage constrained capacity. At a simple level this ‘polluter pays’ principle ensures 
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the greatest burden falls on those who fly the most, with each additional flight per year carrying a higher levy. We are 
not aware of specific legislation being proposed to support this at present. 

 

Local Research 
Green New Deal and NBS 

In 2020, research by Bournemouth University, Cardiff University, University College London and the British Ecological 
Society34 evaluated the effectiveness of solutions in limiting climate change, reducing biodiversity loss, reducing 
pollution and therefore addressing overall environmental breakdown.  They found that two different solutions 
emerged from the models: 

• Comprehensive ‘Green New Deal’ scenarios, which create green jobs, while removing fossil fuel subsidies, 
increasing taxation on polluting products, and reducing intensive food production. 

• Nature-based solutions, which involve creating new habitats, such as forests, as well as improving 
management of existing areas. 

Lead author, Professor Rick Stafford of Bournemouth University, said: “These two approaches are complementary, 
where the most effective solution uses both nature-based solutions and big economic changes, such as green taxation”.

Green New Deal 

The research identified the need for changes in national economic strategies, such as full implementation of the Green 
New Deal for Europe to include not just a focus on insulation and renewable energy (as some weaker proposals for 
Green New Deals have) but also removal of fossil fuel subsidies, increases in carbon tax and removing the focus on 
economic growth. Policies which promote and provide money directly to local businesses, especially in relation to 
Green New Deal policies such as localised energy and house insulation will maintain the focus on community as well 
as providing opportunities for high quality employment at a local level. 

Nature-based solutions 

Nature has enormous potential to fight climate change and biodiversity loss in the UK35. More than 100 ecologists 
examined how all kinds of landscapes – from urban to agricultural to coastal – could be enhanced to maximise carbon 
retention, biodiversity and human wellbeing. These nature-based solutions (NbS) must be implemented at scale to 
reap benefits. The Nature-based Solutions report offers a real basis for setting effective policies and incentives that 
will maximise the benefits of nature-based solutions in the UK for the climate and biodiversity. Regenerating native 
woodland, restoring grassland and rewetting peatland must be priorities when tackling the “two defining crises of our 

 
 
30 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/cc_global_green_new_deal.pdf 
31 https://powerforpeople.org.uk/onshore-wind 
32 https://powerforpeople.org.uk/ 
33https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ff35be80400f408900d4cf9/t/607ebb565da3f23a5b7b8082/1618918245913/Local+El
ectricity+Bill+2021-22+Session.pdf 
34 https://theecologist.org/2020/apr/22/after-coronavirus 
35 https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/policy/nature-based-solutions/ 
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age”, according to the first complete assessment of how UK nature-based solutions can combat the climate and 
biodiversity crises.  

Are these two solutions enough to tackle the crises? 

Research shows that the proposed methods to prevent climate change don’t stack up with the need to limit warming 
to 1.5 degrees, mainly because economic growth (as measured by GDP) means producing more, using more natural 
resources, and contributing to emissions (as well as pollution and biodiversity loss), counteracting any benefits.
Further research by Bournemouth University (Rick Stafford, Ellie Jones and James Sokolnicki, 202136) shows that 
investment in local jobs in key areas such as renewable energy, retrofitting housing insulation and energy and nature 
conservation, as long as conducted alongside economic measures such as reducing fossil fuel subsidies and carbon 
taxation, can both drive the necessary changes for improved environmental conditions, including climate change, and 
greatly reduce socio-economic inequality (i.e. provide economic benefits to those who need them most).  

The Economics of Biodiversity led by Professor Sir Partha Dasgupta, University of Cambridge37, explores the 
relationship between biodiversity and economics, argues that natural capital has long been ignored by economic 
thought, an omission that has enabled the destruction of natural resources on a monumental scale.   The world needs 
to fundamentally overhaul how society measures economic success if it is to stem the rapid decline of biodiversity 
that threatens civilization itself. The central conclusion is that our demands on nature far exceed its capacity to supply 
them, putting biodiversity under huge pressure and society at "extreme risk". 

The review sets out how this fundamental reshaping of the global economy could come about and in so doing 
proposes a raft of rapid, transformative changes that could rejig finance, education, production, consumption and 
institutions to protect biodiversity and future human prosperity. Policy makers, business leaders, financial sectors and 
communities all have a part to play in this sweeping vision.  

Truly sustainable economic growth and development means recognising that our long-term prosperity relies on 
rebalancing our demand of Nature’s goods and services with its capacity to supply them. It also means accounting 
fully for the impact of our interactions with Nature across all levels of society. 

The Environment Plan38 recognises the importance of restoring the quality of soils because of its vital underpinning 
role for farming and forestry. The quality and type of the soil, in part determined by underpinning geology, also 
influences the distribution of plant species and provides a habitat for a wide range of organisms. UK soils currently 
store about 10 billion tonnes of carbon, roughly equal to 80 years of annual UK greenhouse gas emissions. Intensive 
agriculture has caused arable soils to lose about 40 to 60% of their organic carbon. But there is insufficient data on 
the health of our soils and investment is needed in soil monitoring39.  

The Plan includes a commitment to improve soil health and restore and protect peatlands – this will include 
developing a soil health index and ending the use of peat in horticulture. By 2030, the aim is for all of England’s soils 
to be managed sustainably, and through natural capital thinking develop appropriate soil metrics and management 
approaches. 
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Case Studies  

Local Campaigns A number of groups have been set up locally to support the legislation above. CEE Bill supporters’ 
groups exist in most constituencies while a Dorset Hub coordinates support for the Green New Deal across Dorset. 
All can be found on social media platforms. 
 
University Hospital Dorset - Green Plan 
One organisation who have considered how policies need to be updated is a local NHS Trust. University Hospital 
Dorset recognise the climate emergency is a health emergency40 - unabated it will disrupt care and affect patients and 
the public at every stage of their lives. With poor environmental health contributing to major diseases, including 
cardiac problems, asthma and cancer, the Trust's efforts must be accelerated.  The Trust will work with their partners 
to contribute towards better green healthcare approaches, pro-actively improving health and wellbeing of the local 
population, preventing ill health and health inequalities.  The Trust leadership will be crucial in delivering the Plan and 
in encouraging thousands of staff members to take action. 

The target is to achieve net zero carbon for the core business by 2040 (in line with NHS England's carbon neutral 
target) and for all services by 2045.  In 2019/20, core GHG emissions were 16,900 tonnes CO2e; these emissions will 
need to be reduced by about 1,000 tonnes CO2e per annum to meet the 2040 net zero target.  The wider carbon 
footprint will require reductions of 3,000 tonnes CO2e per annum.  The Plan also commits the Trust to deliver against 
all of the UN Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 under the NHS sustainable assessment framework. 
 
For the core target, the Trust aims to derive 100% of energy from renewable sources, embed energy and water 
efficient technologies and practices throughout the Estate and services and deliver year-on-year reductions in 
consumption. Progress against the Green Plan will be reported quarterly to senior management and annually to the 
Board. 
 

 

Further Information  
 

Other Government Policies & Strategies 

 

 
 
36 https://theecologist.org/2021/nov/03/problem-economic-growth 
37 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/final-report-the-economics-of-biodiversity-the-dasgupta-review 
38 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-
environment-plan.pdf 
39 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/805926/State_of_the_envi
ronment_soil_report.pdf). 
 
40 https://www.uhd.nhs.uk/about-us/sustainability 
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Agriculture Bill  
The Agriculture Bill41 sets out how farmers and land managers in England will be rewarded in the future with public 
money for “public goods” – such as better air and water quality, thriving wildlife, soil health, or measures to reduce 
flooding and tackle the effects of climate change, under the Environmental Land Management scheme. It is hoped 
these incentives will provide a powerful vehicle for achieving the goals of the government’s 25 Year Environment Plan 
and our commitment to reach net zero emissions by 2050. 

This new system will replace the poorly targeted Basic Payment Scheme subsidy system, which largely pays farmers 
for the total amount of land farmed and has skewed payments towards the largest landowners, rather than rewarding 
farmers for any specific public benefits. 

At the same time, the Bill includes measures designed to support our farmers and land managers to boost their 
productivity, and ultimately maximise the potential of our land to produce high quality food in a more sustainable 
way. 

Heat and Buildings Strategy42 
There are about 30 million buildings in the UK. Heating these buildings contributes to almost a quarter of all UK 
emissions. Addressing the carbon emissions produced in heating and powering homes, workplaces and public buildings 
can not only save money on energy bills and improve lives but can support up to 240,000 skilled green jobs by 2035, 
boosting the economic recovery.  The government acknowledges that the benefits of more efficient, low-carbon 
buildings for consumers are clear: smarter, better performing buildings, reduced energy bills and healthier, more 
comfortable environments. 

Improving energy efficiency by adopting a fabric-first approach is key in ensuring the transition to low carbon heating 
is cost-effective and resilient. ‘Fabric-first’ means focusing on installing measures that upgrade the building fabric (e.g. 
walls/lofts) itself before making changes to the heating system.  The aim is for as many homes as possible to achieve 
EPC band C by 2035 where cost-effective, practical and affordable, and to reduce fuel poverty by ensuring as many 
fuel poor homes in England, as reasonably practicable, achieve a minimum energy efficiency rating of band C by the 
end of 2030.  The Home Upgrade Grant and the Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund (£1750M over two years from 
2022/23) are key in helping low-income households improve their homes and so help to tackle fuel poverty. The new 
£450 million Boiler Upgrade Scheme to support households who want to make the switch to low-carbon heat pumps 
with £5,000 grants (90,000 homes over three years). The government's ambition is to phase out the installation of 
natural gas boilers beyond 2035. 

For new builds new standards will be introduced through legislation (such as Building Regulations) to ensure new 
homes and buildings will be fitted with low-carbon heating and high levels of energy efficiency, so that new buildings 

 
 
41 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/21/contents/enacted/data.html 
42 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heat-and-buildings-strategy 
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do not have to be retrofitted in the future. There will be a consultation on ending new connections to the gas grid 
from 2026 for homes. 

Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Better  

The UK Government’s new Net Zero Strategy43 sets out for the first time how the Government intends to halve UK 
emissions in little over a decade, and to eliminate them by 2050. Building on the Prime Minister’s 10 Point Plan, the 
Strategy sets out a comprehensive economy-wide plan for how British businesses and consumers will be supported in 
making the transition to clean energy and green technology – lowering the Britain’s reliance on fossil fuels by investing 
in sustainable clean energy in the UK, reducing the risk of high and volatile prices in the future, and strengthening our 
energy security. 

 
The commitments made aim to unlock up to £90 billion of private investment by 2030, and support 440,000 well-paid 
jobs in green industries in 2030. The low carbon energy system depends on overall energy demands reducing 
significantly. This means all demand sectors becoming far more efficient, through adoption of new technologies, better 
energy management, and direct investment in energy efficiency measures. 

 
On behaviour change, the government is advocating an approach that goes with the grain of consumer behaviour and 
maximises consumer choice, aiming to ensure a smooth and gradual transition for households and businesses.  No 
one will be required to rip out their existing boiler or scrap their current car. 

 

The independent Climate Change Committee (CCC) concluded the Net Zero Strategy is a genuine step forward. The UK 
was the first major industrialised nation to set Net Zero into law – now there is policy plans to get there.  However, 
the CCC identified a number of gaps that now need to be addressed as quickly as possible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
43 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1028157/net-zero-
strategy.pdf 
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Appendix A 
BCP & Dorset Town Councils’ Published Climate Emergency Plans 

Town 
Council 

Declared 
Climate 
Emergency 

Year for 
net zero 

Action 
Plan 

Link 

Beaminster No - No  https://discoverbeaminster.co.uk/policies-procedures/ 

Blandford Yes 2040 (as per 
DC) 

Yes https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/town-
council/procedures 

Bridport Yes 2030 Yes https://www.bridport-tc.gov.uk/climate-emergency-
action-plan/ 

Chickerell No - No https://chickerelltowncouncil.co.uk/ 

Christchurch No - No https://christchurch-tc.gov.uk/ 

Corfe Mullen No - No http://www.corfemullen-tc.gov.uk/Home_4077.aspx 

Dorchester Yes ? Yes https://www.dorchester-tc.gov.uk/Whats+New 

Ferndown No - No https://www.ferndown.gov.uk/ 

Gillingham Yes 2040 (as per 
DC) 

Yes https://gillinghamdorset-tc.gov.uk/policy-admin/policies-
procedures/ 

Lyme Regis No - No https://www.lymeregistowncouncil.gov.uk/ 

Lytchett 
Minster & 
Upton 

No - No http://www.lytchettminsterandupton-
tc.gov.uk/default.aspx 

Portland Yes ? Yes https://portlandtowncouncil.gov.uk/council/climate-
ecological-emergency 

Shaftesbury Yes 2030 Yes https://www.shaftesbury-tc.gov.uk/sustainable-
communities-action-plan-climate-emergency/ 

Sherborne Yes 2040 (as per 
DC) 

Yes https://sherborne-tc.gov.uk/green-sherborne/ 

Stalbridge No - No https://www.stalbridgetowncouncil.gov.uk/ 

Sturminster 
Newton 

No - No http://www.sturminsternewton-tc.gov.uk/default.aspx 

Swanage Yes 2030 Yes https://www.swanage.gov.uk/EnvironmentPolicy.aspx 

Verwood No - No http://www.verwood.gov.uk/default.aspx 

Wareham Yes 2030 Yes https://www.wareham-
tc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Action%20Plan%202021%20
-%202022.pdf 

West Moors Yes 2040 (as per 
DC) 

Yes https://www.westmoors-
tc.gov.uk/Documents_31036.aspx 

Weymouth Yes 2030 Yes https://www.weymouthtowncouncil.gov.uk/responding-
to-the-climate-emergency/ 

Wimborne Yes ? No https://www.wimborne.gov.uk/the-town-
council/policies/climate-change/ 

Notes 

Responses based on the information published on Town Council websites. DC = Dorset Council 

? = no date given on website for achieving new zero emissions 


